
CITY OF PHILADELPHIA
MUNICIPAL WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN

2018 - 2027

APPENDIX
– PART 1 –



City of Philadelphia Streets Department 

2018-2027 Municipal Waste Management Plan 

May 2018 

 LIST OF APPENDICES 

 

A. History of Philadelphia Municipal Waste Plan 

B. ReCommunity Contract 

C. Executive Summary, City of Philadelphia Residential Waste Composition Study (2017) 

D. Inventory of Disposal Facilities for Privately-Collected Municipal Waste 

1. Survey Questions 

2. Public Notice (as published in Biocycle and the PA Bulletin) 

3. Survey Responses 

4. Completed Capacity Certification Forms 

E. WARM Model Documentation 

F. Codes, Ordinances and Other Implementation Documents 

1. Philadelphia Code Chapter 9-604 

2. Philadelphia Code Chapter 10-700 

3. Philadelphia Department of Streets, Regulations Governing Municipal and Private 
Collection of Refuse and Commercial Recycling 

4. Bill Number 120393 and Corresponding Waste Transfer and Disposal Agreement with 
Covanta 4 Recovery 

5. Bill Number 120394 and Corresponding Waste Transfer and Disposal Agreement with 
Waste Management 

6. Bill Number 140903 (Dumpster Use) 

7. Bill Number 150748 (Refuse and Littering) 

8. Bill Number 150651 (Food Waste Disposers) 

9. Executive Order 13-93 (Recycled Product Procurement Policy) 

10. Executive Order 5-96 (Recycling Policy for Municipal Buildings and Employees) 

11. Executive Order 15-08 (Solid Waste and Recycling Advisory Committee) 

12. Resolution Number 140626 (Food Waste Recycling) 

13. Executive Order 13-16 (Zero Waste and Litter Cabinet) 



City of Philadelphia Streets Department 

2018-2027 Municipal Waste Management Plan 

May 2018 

G. SWRAC Meeting Minutes and Subcommittee Meeting Notes  

1. November 2013 – SWRAC Meeting Minutes 

2. February 2014 – SWRAC Meeting Minutes 

3. March 2014 – SWRAC Meeting Minutes 

4. April 2014 – SWRAC Meeting Minutes 

5. May 2014 – SWRAC Meeting Minutes 

6. June 2014 – SWRAC Meeting Minutes 

7. August 2014 – SWRAC Visioning Session Notes 

8. September 2014 – SWRAC Meeting Agenda 

9. October 2014 – SWRAC Meeting Minutes 

10. December 2014 – SWRAC Meeting Minutes 

11. February 5, 2015 – SWRAC Meeting Minutes 

12. February 26, 2015 – SWRAC Meeting Minutes 

13. March 2015 – SWRAC Meeting Minutes 

14. March 2015 – Organics Subcommittee Meeting Notes 

15. April 2015 – SWRAC Meeting Minutes 

16. April 2015 – Organics Subcommittee Meeting Notes 

17. May 2015 – SWRAC Meeting Summary 

18. May 2015 – Organics Subcommittee Meeting Notes 

19. June 2015 – Organics Subcommittee Meeting Notes 

20. July 2015 – SWRAC Meeting Minutes 

21. July 2015 – Organics Subcommittee Meeting Notes 

22. August 2015 – SWRAC Meeting Minutes 

23. August 2015 – Organics Subcommittee Meeting Notes 

24. October 2015 – SWRAC Meeting Summary 

25. October 2015 – Organics Subcommittee Meeting Notes 

26. November 5, 2015 – SWRAC Meeting Minutes 



City of Philadelphia Streets Department 

2018-2027 Municipal Waste Management Plan 

May 2018 

27. November 19, 2015 – SWRAC Meeting Minutes 

28. December 2015 – Goals Subcommittee Meeting Notes 

29. January 2016 – SWRAC Meeting Minutes 

30. January 2016 – Goals Subcommittee Meeting Notes 

31. January 2016 – Organics Subcommittee Meeting Notes 

32. February 2016 – SWRAC Meeting Minutes 

33. February 2016 –  Goals Subcommittee Meeting Notes 

34. February 2016 – Organics Subcommittee Meeting Notes 

35. April 2016 – SWRAC Meeting Minutes 

36. April 2016 – Organics Subcommittee Meeting Notes 

37. May 2016 – SWRAC Meeting Minutes 

38. May 2016 – Organics Subcommittee Meeting Notes 

39. June 2016 – SWRAC Meeting Minutes 

40. June 2016 – Organics Subcommittee Meeting Notes 

41. August 2016 – SWRAC Meeting Minutes 

42. August 2016 – Organics Subcommittee Meeting Notes 

43. September 2016 – SWRAC Meeting Minutes 

44. October 2016 – SWRAC Meeting Minutes 

45. October 2016 – Goals Subcommittee Meeting Notes 

46. October 2016 – Organics Subcommittee Meeting Notes 

47. December 2016 – SWRAC Meeting Minutes 

48. January 2017 – SWRAC Meeting Minutes 

49. January 2017 – Organics Subcommittee Meeting Notes 

50. February 2017 – SWRAC Meeting Minutes 

51. February 2017 – Organics Subcommittee Meeting Notes 

52. March 2017 – SWRAC Meeting Minutes 

53. April 2017 – SWRAC Meeting Minutes 



City of Philadelphia Streets Department 

2018-2027 Municipal Waste Management Plan 

May 2018 

54. April 2017 – Organics Subcommittee Meeting Notes 

55. May 2017 – SWRAC Meeting Minutes 

56. May 2017 – Organics Subcommittee Meeting Notes 

57. June 2017 – SWRAC Meeting Minutes 

58. July 2017 – SWRAC Meeting Minutes 

59. July 2017 – Organics Subcommittee Meeting Notes 

60. September 2017 – SWRAC Meeting Minutes 

61. September 2017 – Organics Subcommittee Meeting Notes 

62. November 2017 – SWRAC Meeting Minutes 

63. November 2017 – Organics Subcommittee Meeting Notes 

H. Response Document 

I. City of Philadelphia Zero Waste and Litter Cabinet Action Plan (2017) 

 



City of Philadelphia Streets Department 

2018-2027 Municipal Waste Management Plan 

             May 2018 

 

A-1 

Appendix A 
 

History of Philadelphia 
Municipal Waste Management Plan 

 

 
The City of Philadelphia’s initial Municipal Waste Management Plan covered the ten-year 
period of 1990 – 2000 and was adopted by the City in March 1991.  As the Streets 
Department implemented components of the 1990 – 2000 Plan, it was subsequently revised 
with the adoption of Plan Revisions in May 1994 and June 1998.  In August 2001, a more 
comprehensive (but non-substantial) Plan Revision was completed covering the period of 
2000 - 2010, with the most recent update being the 2005 Plan Revision.  The development, 
adoption, and approval of the original Plan and subsequent Plan Revisions are summarized 
below. 

1990 – 2000 Plan 

The process of developing the original Plan consisted primarily of three phases, which were 
education/data gathering, deliberation, and decision making.  Extensive 
education/information, field trips, and technology presentations were made available to the 
then-established solid waste advisory committee to ensure that they were fully aware of the 
various elements that were necessary for successful Plan development.  Committee 
members spent a significant amount of time both independently and at regularly-scheduled 
(monthly or semi-monthly) meetings over the course of Plan development in researching, 
debating, and evaluating various waste management strategies.  This second phase 
culminated in the completion of the Impacts Analysis of Waste Management Scenarios 
(Volume III of the 1990 – 2000 Plan).  Lastly, the decisions and the final Plan development 
were made during committee meetings subsequent to the completion of the Impacts 
Analysis. 

The adopted 1990-2000 Plan included the following: 

• Established a framework for implementing a recycling program to achieve an 
overall recycling rate of 40% by the year 2000. 

• Established a framework for implementing waste reduction programs. 

• Implemented a comprehensive procurement process for new disposal contracts, 
based on the concept of having 30% of the City-collected waste delivered to a 
landfill, 30% delivered to a resource recovery facility, and the remaining 40% 
delivered to the lowest-cost disposal option. 
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1994 Plan Revision 

The 1994 Plan Revision was prepared as a substantial plan revision in accordance with 
Section 501(c) and (d) of Act 101.  Elements of the City’s adopted Plan that were revised 
included the following: 

• Selection of the Conestoga Landfill (previously referred to as the New Morgan 
Landfill) and the Wheelabrator Falls Township Resource Recovery Facility as the 
designated disposal facilities accepting City-collected municipal waste. 

• Development of a revised facilities list to meet the requirements of Act 101 for the 
selection of disposal facilities designated to accept municipal waste generated in 
Philadelphia. 

• Incorporation of final regulations to implement a commercial recycling program. 

The 1994 Plan Revision included a description of the RFP procurement process for the 
selection of TRC, Inc. for a landfill disposal contract for utilizing BFI’s Conestoga Landfill, 
and for the selection of Wheelabrator Falls, Inc. for a resource recovery contract.  The City 
directed 60% of the City-collected municipal waste to the TRC or BFI River Road Transfer 
Stations for disposal at the Conestoga Landfill.  The remaining 40% of City-collected 
municipal waste was directed to the Wheelabrator Falls Resource Recovery Facility.  The 
1994 Plan Revision also included a detailed description of the Streets Department survey of 
disposal sites and list of facilities for privately collected waste. 

Development of the 1994 Plan Revision included involvement by the solid waste advisory 
committee and the public, with adoption by City Council in May 1994.  The City received 
Conditional Approval for the 1994 Plan Revision on June 27, 1994.  On July 27, 1994, the 
City filed an appeal with the Environmental Hearing Board with respect to PADEP’s 
Conditional Approval concerning the issue of mandated waste flow control of privately 
collected waste.  On June 5, 1995, the City and PADEP resolved this issue through a 
negotiated Stipulation Agreement.  Additionally, the City settled an appeal to the 
Environmental Hearing Board by Commonwealth Environmental Systems concerning the 
listing of their landfill as a designated disposal facility for privately collected waste.  This 
issue was resolved on July 5, 1995, with a negotiated Consent Adjudication with PADEP 
and Commonwealth Environmental Systems. 

1998 Plan Revision 

The 1998 Plan Revision was prepared as a non-substantial plan revision.  Elements of the 
City’s adopted Plan that were revised included the following: 

• Selection of BFI and USA Waste as the City’s disposal contract vendors for City-
collected waste commencing on July 1, 1998, and designation of disposal 
facilities that are to be used pursuant to these contracts. 

• Modification of sections of the Plan concerning disposal facilities for privately 
collected waste, whereby private haulers are encouraged, but not required, to 
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utilize the list of disposal facilities provided in the Plan.  Private haulers are 
required to use only permitted disposal facilities in compliance with Title 40 of the 
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) part 258 Subtitle D requirements and the 
requirements of the Clean Air Act Amendments. 

• Definition of a process for modifying the list of disposal facilities. 

Under the BFI disposal contract, approximately 412,880 tons per year of City-collected 
waste was designated for delivery to BFI’s TRC and Transcyclery Transfer Stations for 
subsequent disposal of up to 100,000 tons per year at the Delaware Valley Resource 
Recovery Facility and the remaining 312,880 tons per year at the Conestoga Landfill.  In 
addition, 100,360 tons per year of City-collected waste was designated for delivery to the 
City’s Northwest Transfer Station for subsequent disposal at the Conestoga Landfill. 

Under the USA Waste (now referred to as Waste Management of Pennsylvania) disposal 
contract, approximately 276,640 tons per year of City-collected waste was designated for 
delivery to the Quickway Transfer Station and the Forge Transfer Station for subsequent 
disposal at the Wheelabrator Falls Resource Recovery Facility or one of several other listed 
landfills. 

The 1998 Plan Revision was submitted to PADEP for approval on June 1, 1998.  No written 
comments were issued by PADEP concerning the 1998 Plan Revision, thus it was deemed 
approved on June 30, 1998, in accordance with Title 25, Section 272.252 (c) (3) of the 
Pennsylvania Code. 

2000 – 2010 Plan 

In accordance with Section 501 (c) of Act 101 (1988) and PADEP’s December 1998 
Technical Guidance document “Regional Review of County Municipal Waste Management 
Plan Revisions”, the City’s Streets Department prepared a Plan Revision covering the 
period of 2000 through 2010.  The 2000 – 2010 Plan Revision was prepared as a non-
substantial plan revision, and included the following: 

• Consolidation of elements of the 1990 – 2000 Plan, 1994 Plan Revision, and 
1998 Plan Revision into a single document in accordance with Section 502 of Act 
101. 

• Updated background information used to make planning decisions for a second 
10-year term (2000 – 2010), including updates to all applicable components of the 
Plan. 

• Revision of the recycling component of the Plan in accordance with the 
Governor’s October 1998 Proclamation and policies set forth in PADEP’s 
December 1998 Technical Guidance Document establishing a recycling goal of 
35% by December 2002. 

Development of the 2000 – 2010 Plan Revision included significant involvement by the solid 
waste advisory committee.  A draft Plan Revision was submitted to PADEP in December 
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1999 and the final 2000 – 2010 Plan Revision was submitted to PADEP in April 2000.  
Based on PADEP comments and subsequent meetings between PADEP and the City, the 
City agreed to modify the plan to include the following: 

• Issuance of a public notice for disposal facilities interested in being included in the 
Plan for the acceptance of privately-collected waste. 

• Clarification of the connection between the list of disposal facilities for privately-
collected waste and the Disposal Facility Capacity Assurance Agreement. 

• Inclusion of a statement that due to City Charter restrictions, disposal contracts for 
City-collected waste are limited to a base term of four years. 

• Clarification of the description of disposal contracts for City-collected waste 
indicating such waste will be directed to designated transfer facilities for disposal 
at permitted disposal facility(ies) designated in the Plan. 

 The final 2000 – 2010 Plan Revision was submitted to PADEP in October 2001.   

2005 Plan Revision 

The 2005 Plan Revision was prepared as a non-substantial plan revision, for the purpose of 
incorporating the RFP process for the selection of disposal contracts commencing on July 1, 
2005.  The RFP was issued in November 2004, with proposals received in January 2005.  
The City awarded four contracts, each for a base term of four years with three, one-year 
renewal terms at the City’s sole option.  Each contract specified designated transfer stations 
and designated disposal sites, along with the quantity of waste directed to each facility:  

• BFI Waste Systems of North America, Inc. was awarded a contract for 337,220 
tons per year of City-collected waste (1,297 tons per day) for delivery to the TRC 
and Transcyclery Transfer Stations with subsequent disposal at the Conestoga 
Landfill (Berks County). 

• Waste Management of Pennsylvania, Inc. was awarded a contract for 293,540 
tons per year of City-collected waste (1,129 tons per day) for delivery to the Forge 
and Quickway Transfer Stations with subsequent disposal at the GROWS and 
Tullytown Landfills and the Wheelabrator Waste to Energy Plant (Bucks County). 

• Republic Services of Pennsylvania was awarded a contract for 53,040 tons per 
year of City-collected waste (204 tons per day) for delivery to the Girard Point 
Transfer Station with subsequent disposal at the Modern Landfill (York County). 

• TransRiver Marketing (American Ref-Fuel) was awarded a contract for 91,000 
tons per year of City-collected waste (350 tons per day) for direct delivery to the 
American Ref-Fuel Waste to Energy Plant (Delaware County). 

The 2005 Plan Revision was submitted to PADEP in June 2005. 
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ReCommunity Contract 
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Appendix C 
 

Executive Summary, City of Philadelphia  

            Residential Waste Composition Study (2017) 
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Appendix D 
 

Inventory of Disposal Facilities for 

      Privately-Collected Municipal Waste

 
 



Municipal Waste Disposal Facility Survey
This survey form has been developed to update the disposal facilities list for waste generated in 
Philadelphia. The below information is requested from disposal facilities interested in 
participating in the City’s municipal waste management planning process.

If your facility is interested in being listed as a designated disposal facility in the City of 
Philadelphia Municipal Waste Management Plan, please complete this form prior to October 30, 
2015  In addition to this survey, the Certi�cation of Municipal Waste Disposal Capacity Form 
must be submitted to the Streets Department prior to October 30, 2015. This form can be 
downloaded here: http://tinyurl.com/orh8abr  

* Required

Facility Name *

Permit Number *

Mailing Address *

City *

State *

Zip Code *

Facility Location Information

Facility Address *

Facility City *

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://tinyurl.com/orh8abr&sa=D&ust=1466020941830000&usg=AFQjCNHKhWS07c05TMblfd0Z7ZV_KXDS4Q


Facility State *

Facility Zip Code *

Facility County *

Contact Information

Contact Name *

Email Address *

Phone Number *

Capacity Information

Remaining Design Capacity *

Tons Per Year *

Number of Years *

Planned Expansions *



Annual Quantity *

Number of Years *

Average Daily Permitted Capacity *

Tons Per Day *

Number of Operating Days per Year *

Permit Expiration Date *

mm/dd/yyyy

Total Capacity Committed Under Contract (Tons Per Year) *

Please list committed capacity for the following years: 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021,
2022, 2023, 2024

Capacity Committed Under Contract for Waste Generated in Philadelphia (Tons Per Year) *

Please list committed capacity for the following years: 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021,
2022, 2023, 2024



Pow ered by

Additional Capacity Available for Waste Generated in Philadelphia (Tons Per Year) *

Please list committed capacity for the following years: 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021,
2022, 2023, 2024

Is your facility interested in signing a certi�cation of Availability Capacity? *

 Yes

 No

If Yes, indicate the quantity of disposal capacity (in tons per year) that could be made
available for the purpose of being listed as a designated disposal facility in the City of
Philadelphia Municipal Waste Management Plan 2014 – 2024. *

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.  

Report Abuse - Terms of Service - Additional Terms

Submit

Never submit passwords through Google Forms.

https://www.google.com/forms/about/?utm_source=product&utm_medium=forms_logo&utm_campaign=forms
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1lfijbfLLbBDU_xKvJBYOoO_dlk_0GgKN2Lvu-xelXJo/reportabuse?source=https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1lfijbfLLbBDU_xKvJBYOoO_dlk_0GgKN2Lvu-xelXJo/viewform
http://www.google.com/accounts/TOS
http://www.google.com/google-d-s/terms.html
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IWAS tremendously relieved when the 
City of Seattle, Washington extended 
food scraps collection to multifamily 

residences. It meant that I could take 
my food scraps to our marina parking 
lot and just put them in the green bin 
— versus schlepping them to our prop-
erty in the Cascades where I’ve been 
composting them. 

However, most cities and towns in 
the U.S. don’t have this service. Increas-
ingly, the void is being fi lled by YIMBY 
(Yes in my back yard) composting. Com-
munity scale composting operations, 
many nestled in high density residen-
tial neighborhoods on vacant lots or at 
community gardens, are relatively com-
mon in New York City, with funding and 
training coming in part from the City’s 
Department of Sanitation. Grassroots 
urban agriculture projects often include 
composting as part of their operations. 
Will Allen, head of Growing Power in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, has said that 
soil is the critical component of grow-
ing food. He has also said that all soils 
in cities are contaminated and so all 
Growing Power farms are also commu-
nity composting facilities. According to 
its website, Growing Power composts 
20,000 tons of food scraps annually. 

My fi rst reaction to community com-
posting was an irrational “no, not a good 
idea,” as I envisioned neglected piles, 
vectors and odors. But a few things 
have recently forced me to reexamine 
this issue. I was brought in to consult on 
the hazards of a proposed centralized 
composting site that is meeting strong 
neighborhood opposition by a bunch of 
NIMBYs (Not in my backyard). And 
I have started a dialogue with Nance 
Khelm from Spontaneous Vegetation. 
Nance, a very vocal YIMBY, has an ac-
tive composting program in Chicago, 
which does not have large scale yard 
trimmings/food scraps collection and 
composting. Nance became a YIMBY as 
a result of the vacuum of soil amend-
ments made from municipal organics. 

So is there a better model between 

centralized collection and composting 
or decentralized neighborhood com-
posting? Several parts in the process 
need to be considered. A good place to 
start is with public health. Food waste 
collection and disposal as a component 
of trash collection is our norm. This 
likely came about long ago as a con-
venience as well as a means to protect 
public health. A myriad of reasons, in-
cluding resource conservation, a desire 
to grow food in urban areas, recogni-
tion of the benefi ts of composts, and an 
understanding of the climate hazards 
associated with landfi lling, are forcing 
a reconsideration of this on both a mu-
nicipal and individual level in the U.S. 

WEIGHING RISKS AND BENEFITS
The big public health concerns re-

lated to food waste are pathogens and 
vector attraction. Food scraps could 
contain pathogens that could make you 
sick. What looks like garbage to you 
can look delicious to a range of animals 
that carry disease, including rats and 
other rodents. Composting, if proper-
ly done, is an excellent way to destroy 
pathogens and, by creating a stable soil 
amendment, simultaneously reduce 
vector attraction potential. Regulations 
help assure that centralized compost-
ing is done to eliminate pathogens with 
time and temperature requirements. 
On a neighborhood level, we have no 
such assurances, so the potential that 
complete pathogen kill via thermophil-
lic composting is not being achieved is 
higher. Time is the factor that achieves 
pathogen kill for home composters and 
may be the case for community-scale 
operations as well. It is also true that 
even if pathogen kill isn’t achieved, it 
is highly likely that considerable re-
duction in pathogens is seen. With food 
scraps, this is likely not a public health 
issue. So for this, I give a slight advan-
tage to centralized systems.

Next are health and nuisance im-
pacts related to the composting process 
itself. According to the NIMBYs, the pri-
mary worries are bioaerosols and odors. 
A review of the literature does indicate 
that bioaerosols, airborne particles that 
contain or are derived from living or-
ganisms, can be a concern. But this is 
only for the people in close proximity 
to the piles, i.e., workers at composting 
facilities — not neighbors of compost-

ing facilities. Common bioaerosols from 
composting can include microbes such 
as fungi, actinomycetes, gram negative 
bacteria and endotoxins, and when in-
haled in signifi cant quantities, could 
make someone ill. The exact quantities 
of bioaerosols required to make some-
one sick has not been clearly defi ned 
but depends on how healthy you are 
to begin with. High concentrations are 
most commonly seen in receiving areas 
and during screening and turning of 
piles. Risks are greater for indoor sites 
with limited airfl ow and can be mini-
mized through use of biofi lters. Expo-
sure to bioaerosols is much more likely 
to be a hazard at large-scale facilities 
where full-time employees are exposed 
on a daily basis. For community sys-
tems located outdoors and usually with 
only part-time staff, hazards are likely 
to be much less. Here the vote goes to 

Connections

YIMBY

Sally Brown

In accordance with Pennsylvania Code Title 25, 
Chapter 272.225 Municipal Waste Planning Recy-
cling and Waste Reduction, the City of Philadelphia 
is preparing a new Municipal Waste Management 
Plan 2015 - 2024. Th is plan replaces the existing 
plan last updated in 2005. In order to complete this 
process, updated data is required concerning waste 
generation rates and facilities listed that accept mu-
nicipal waste and their design / permitted capacity.  
To demonstrate that capacity has been made avail-
able for the disposal of municipal waste generated 
in Philadelphia, an on-line survey form has been 
developed to update the disposal facilities list. Dis-
posal facilities interested in participating in the 
City’s municipal waste management planning pro-
cess must complete an on-line survey at Philadel-
phiaStreets.com.  
If your facility is interested in being listed as a des-
ignated disposal facility in the City of Philadelphia 
Municipal Waste Management Plan, please com-
plete the form and check yes for the certifi cation 
document which can be down loaded. Disposal 
capacity must be available during the ten (10) year 
planning period ending in 2024 and be a portion of 
your facility’s existing permitted capacity. Comple-
tion of the on-line survey form prior to September, 
15, 2015 is a requirement for being listed in the City’s 
Municipal Waste Management Plan.  For questions 
please contact the Streets Department’s Sanitation 
Division at 215-686-5553.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Preparation of the
City of Philadelphia Municipal 

Waste Management Plan
Disposal Facilities List

City of Philadelphia 
Streets Department - Sanitation Division



Timestamp Facility Name

Permit 

Number Mailing Address City State Zip Code Facility Address Facility City Facility State

Facility Zip 

Code Facility County

5/6/2015 8:06:41

Advanced Disposal Chestnut 

Valley Landfill 101419

1184 McClellandtown 

Rd McClellandtown PA 15458

1184 

McClellandtown 

Rd McClellandtown PA 15458 Fayette

5/6/2015 7:50:55

Advanced Disposal 

Greentree Landfill 101397 635 Toby Road Kersey PA 15846 635 Toby Road Kersey PA 15846 Elk

5/6/2015 7:59:15

Advanced Disposal Mostoller 

Landfill, LLC 101571 7095 Glades Pike Somerset PA 15501

Advanced 

Disposal Mostoller 

Landfill, LLC Somerset PA 15501 Somerset

6/1/2015 8:44:53 Blue Ridge Landfill 100934 PO Box 399 Scotland PA 17254 1660 Orchard Rd Chambersburg PA 17202 Franklin

4/24/2015 8:35:09

Commonwealth 

Environmental Systems, L.P. 101615

99 Commonwealth 

Road Hegins PA 17938

99 

Commonwealth 

Road Hegins PA 17938 Schuylkill

6/15/2015 6:24:42

Commonwealth 

Environmental Systems, LP 101615 249 Dunham Drive Dunmore PA 18512

99 

Commonwealth 

Road Hegins PA 17938 Schuykill

5/19/2015 6:54:37

Community Refuse Services 

Inc 100945 135 Vaughn Road Shippensburg PA 17257 135 Vaughn Road Shippensburg PA 17257 Cumberland



Timestamp Facility Name

Permit 

Number Mailing Address City State Zip Code Facility Address Facility City Facility State

Facility Zip 

Code Facility County

7/31/2015 10:22:34 Conestoga Landfill 101509 420 Quarry Road Morgantown PA 19543 420 Quarry Road Morgantown York 19543 York

7/30/2015 10:38:02

Covanta 58th St Transfer 

Station 101477 2209 S 58th St Philadelphia PA 19143 2209 S 58th St Philadelphia PA 19143 Philadelphia

6/1/2015 8:13:14

Covanta Delaware Valley 

Resource Recovery Facilty 400593 10 Highland Ave Chester PA 19013 10 Highland Ave Chester PA 19013 Delaware

7/8/2015 8:21:29 Covanta Plymouth 100817 1155 Conshohocken Rd Conshohocken PA 19428

1155 

Conshohocken Rd Conshohocken PA 19428 Montgomery 

5/29/2015 11:51:32

FR&S, Inc dba Pioneer 

Crossing Landfill 100346 2650 Audubon Road Audubon PA 19403

727 Red Lane 

Road Birdsboro PA 19508 Berks

7/6/2015 10:28:28 IESI Bethlehem Landfill 100020 2335 Applebutter Road Bethlehem PA 18015

2335 Applebutter 

Road Bethlehem PA 18015 Northampton

4/24/2015 8:34:33

Keystone Sanitary Landfill, 

Inc. 101247 249 Dunham Drive Dunmore PA 18512

249 Dunham 

Drive Dunmore PA 18512 Lackawanna

6/15/2015 6:11:33

Keystone Sanitary Landfill, 

Inc. 101247 249 Dunham Drive Dunmore PA 18512

249 Dunham 

Drive Dunmore PA 18512 Lackawanna



Timestamp Facility Name

Permit 

Number Mailing Address City State Zip Code Facility Address Facility City Facility State

Facility Zip 

Code Facility County

5/29/2015 10:46:32

Lancaster Waste-to-Energy 

Facility 400592 PO Box 4425 Lancaster PA 17604 1911 River Road Bainbridge PA 17502 Lancaster

5/5/2015 9:07:58 Lycoming County Landfill 100963 P. O. Box 187 Montgomery PA 17752 Alexander Drive Brady Township Pennsylvania 17752 Lycoming

6/8/2015 11:33:27 Lycoming County Landfill 100963 P. O Box 187 Montgomery PA 17752 Alexander Drive Montgomery Pennsylvania 17752 Lycoming

6/30/2015 19:46:59 McKean County Landfill 100361 19 Ness Lane Kane Pa. 16735 19 Ness Lane Kane Pa. 16735 McKean

7/30/2015 11:42:18 Modern Landfill 100113 4400 Mt. Pisgah Road York PA 17406

4400 Mt. Pisgah 

Road York PA 17406 York

6/5/2015 7:17:19 Seneca Landfill, Inc. 100403 Po Box 1080 Mars Pa 16046

421 Hartmann 

Road Evans City Pa 16033 Butler



Timestamp Facility Name

Permit 

Number Mailing Address City State Zip Code Facility Address Facility City Facility State

Facility Zip 

Code Facility County

5/29/2015 11:12:51

Susquehanna Resource 

Management Complex 100758 Po Box 4425 Lancaster PA 17604

1670 South 19th 

Street Harrisburg PA 17104 Dauphin

7/30/2015 10:50:46 Wayne Township Landfill 100955 P.O. Box 209 McElhattan Pa 17748 15 Landfill Lane McElhattan Pa 17748 Clinton

5/19/2015 6:37:41

Western Berks Community 

Landfill 100739 455 Poplar Neck Road Birdsboro

Pennsylva

nia 19508

455 Poplar Neck 

Road Birdsboro Pennsylvania 19508 Berks

5/30/2015 9:30:32 Wheelabrator Falls Inc. 400633

1201 New Ford Mill 

Road Morrisville PA 19067

1201 New Ford 

Mill Road Morrisville PA 19067 Bucks

5/28/2015 10:52:49

York County Resource 

Recovery Center 400561 2700 Blackbridge Road York PA 17406

2651 Blackbridge 

Road York PA 17406 York



Facility Name

Advanced Disposal Chestnut 

Valley Landfill

Advanced Disposal 

Greentree Landfill

Advanced Disposal Mostoller 

Landfill, LLC

Blue Ridge Landfill

Commonwealth 

Environmental Systems, L.P.

Commonwealth 

Environmental Systems, LP

Community Refuse Services 

Inc

Contact Name Email Address Phone Number Remaining Design Capacity Tons Per Year Number of Years Planned Expansions

Donald Henrichs

donald.henrichs@advanc

eddisposal.com 814-265-1744 2,790,000 cy 300000 7 Not Currently

Donald Henrichs

donald.henrichs@advanc

eddisposal.com 814-265-1744 33,500,000 cy 600000 51 Not currently

Donald Henrichs

donald.henrichs@advanc

eddisposal.com 814-265-1744 5,900,000 cy 200000 20 Not currently

Lee Zimmerman

Lee.Zimmerman@progre

ssivewaste.com 717 709-1700 3,178,477 Tons 782500 4 Yes, Application will be submitted Q1 2016

Dan O'Brien dano@kslco.com 570-343-5782 11,320,754 as of 12/31/13 1140000 9.9 None

Dan O'Brien dano@kslco.com 570-343-5782 11103569 Tons 1140000 10 None at this time

Kevin Bush

kevin.bush@advanceddis

posal.com 717-496-9350 9,024,000 ton 768000 12

None at the current time due to the 5 year 

remaining airspace rule



Facility Name

Conestoga Landfill

Covanta 58th St Transfer 

Station

Covanta Delaware Valley 

Resource Recovery Facilty 

Covanta Plymouth

FR&S, Inc dba Pioneer 

Crossing Landfill

IESI Bethlehem Landfill

Keystone Sanitary Landfill, 

Inc.

Keystone Sanitary Landfill, 

Inc.

Contact Name Email Address Phone Number Remaining Design Capacity Tons Per Year Number of Years Planned Expansions

Mark Pedersen

mpedersen@republicserv

ices.com 7175151497 20,310,510 BCY or 15,421,272 Tons 730710 21

None currently planned but expansions 

being reviewed.

Ryan Sims rsims@covanta.com 215-921-7509

Waste Transfer Station - Permit Allows for 

2000 TPD 620000 10.5 There are no plans for expansion

Patrick Sedler psedler@covanta.com 610-497-8101

Waste To Energy Plant - Non Landfill

Permitted to Accept/Not to Exceed 5700 

TPD - 26,100 TPW - 1,357,200 Tons 

Annually 1357200 4.5 None

Mark Harlacker

mharlacker@covanta.co

m 717-947-0686

The facility is an Energy from Waste Plant 

that will be operated for the duration of the 

requested 10 year planning period for the 

City of Philadelphia. 420000 10 No expansion plans.

Thomas (Tom) 

O'Connor

tom.oconnor@jpmascaro

.com 610-582-2900

5.4 million cubic yards (Approx. 3.8 million 

Tons) 252085 15.2

N/A  not applicable currently, however 

significant land is owned and available for 

large future expansions.

Allen Schleyer

aschleyer@progressivew

aste.com 610-317-3200 3.1 million cubic yards 250000 10 yes

Dan O'Brien dano@kslco.com 570-343-5782 10,529,124 as of 12/31/13 2182000 4.8

Application on file with PADEP requesting 

capacity increase in an existing permitted 

footprint. Approval will increase life of 

facility well in excess of 10 years.

Dan O'Brien dano@kslco.com 570-343-5782 8,772,604 Tons 2182250 4

Major Permit Modification has been 

submitted to PADEP which will extend the 

capacity well beyond this 10 year 

commitment



Facility Name

Lancaster Waste-to-Energy 

Facility

Lycoming County Landfill

Lycoming County Landfill

McKean County Landfill

Modern Landfill

Seneca Landfill, Inc.

Contact Name Email Address Phone Number Remaining Design Capacity Tons Per Year Number of Years Planned Expansions

Barbara Baker bbaker@lcswma.org (717) 735-0160 Design Capacity of 1,200 tons / day. 436800 20 n/a

R. Stephen Tucker

Steve.Tucker@lcrms.co

m 570-547-2470

4,286,425 tons of capacity remain as of 

12/7/2014

Current daily tons average 842 tons per 

day 312000 13

Yes, but do not have conceptual plan 

developed at this time

Steve Tucker

Steve.Tucker@LCRMS.C

OM 570-547-2470

4,375,700 tons of waste disposal remaining 

in permitted fields 11 & 12. 312000 14

Purchase of adjoining property is ongoing; 

permitting will commence upon purchase.

Raymond Duerr

Raymond.Duerr@Casella

.com 607-437-0437 22,669,082 tons for total site as of 12/31/13 67871 334

A major permit modification application in 

2008 expanded the existing disposal area 

by 204 acres and provide for 26 million 

cubic yards of air space for the facility.   

This provided and increase from 1,800 tpd 

to 6,500 tpd and the average daily volume 

from 1,500 tpd to 6,000 tpd.

Mark Pedersen

mpedersen@republicserv

ices.com 717-515-1497 11,331,889 BCY or 10,016,783 Tons 903808 11

Currently looking at one eastern expansion 

(preliminary). 

Edward R Vogel

ervogel@vogeldisposal.c

om 724-625-1511 4,724,527 tons 939000 5

Seneca Landfill received approval to 

increase capacity by 13,456,340 cubic 

yards.  Thereby extending the landfill's life 

expectancy.  Seneca Landfill currently 

owns approximately 700 acres that could 

extend the permitted air space to more 

than 40 years.



Facility Name

Susquehanna Resource 

Management Complex

Wayne Township Landfill

Western Berks Community 

Landfill

Wheelabrator Falls Inc.

York County Resource 

Recovery Center

Contact Name Email Address Phone Number Remaining Design Capacity Tons Per Year Number of Years Planned Expansions

Barbara Baker bbaker@lcswma.org (717) 735-0160 Design Capacity of 800 tons / day. 291200 20 n/a

Jay Alexander

jalex@waynetwplandfill.c

om 570-769-6977

The Clinton County Solid Waste Authority 

owns and operates the Wayne Township 

Landfill under permit no. 00955.  The 

landfill was originally permitted in 1973 and 

was re-permitted in 1990 due to the 

Municipal Waste Management Regulations 

promulgated on April 9, 1988.  The new 

regulations resulted in the construction of a 

new, state of the art, Subtitle D landfill. The 

Authority recently has received permit 

approval to redevelop our closed landfill 

into a 75 acre lined Subtitle D site, 

providing 23 additional years of disposal 

capacity. 0 0 N/A

Kevin Bush

kevin.bush@advanceddis

posal.com 717-496-9350 1,868,720 ton 215539 9

None at this time due to 5 year remaining 

capacity regulation

Frederick Lodini flodini@wtienergy.com 215-428-7912 Annual capacity = 584,000 tons per year 584000 20 TBD

Gregg Pearson g.pearson@ycswa.com 717-845-1066

The York County Resource Recovery 

Center (YCRRC) is a resource recovery 

center and the design capacity of the 

YCRRC is 1,344 tons per operating day. 

This rate is calculated on a quarterly basis. 

The YCRRC does not have a finite set of 

capacity as a landfill would. 1344 25

The YCRRC is currently undergoing a site 

improvement program to update facility 

infrastructure.



Facility Name

Advanced Disposal Chestnut 

Valley Landfill

Advanced Disposal 

Greentree Landfill

Advanced Disposal Mostoller 

Landfill, LLC

Blue Ridge Landfill

Commonwealth 

Environmental Systems, L.P.

Commonwealth 

Environmental Systems, LP

Community Refuse Services 

Inc

Annual Quantity Number of Years

Average Daily 

Permitted Capacity Tons Per Day

Number of 

Operating Days per 

Year

Permit Expiration 

Date Total Capacity Committed Under Contract (Tons Per Year)

0 0 1200 1100 309 9/16/2021

2014 - 339,900

2015 - 339,900

2016 ,-339,900

2017 ,-339,900

2018 - 229,000

2019 - 229,000

2020 - 229,000

2021 - 229,000

2022 - 229,000

2023 - 229,000

2024 - 229,000

0 0 5500 2100 359 12/18/2018

2014 - 343,200

2015 - 343,200

2016 - 343,200

2017 - 343,200

2018 - 343,200

2019 - 343,200

2020 - 343,200

2021 - 343,200

2022 - 343,200

2023 - 243,200

2024 - 243,200

0 0 2000 900 312 11/15/2024

2014 - 85800

2015 - 85800

2016 - 85800

2017 - 85800

2018 - 85800

2019 - 85800

2020 - 85800

2021 - 85800

2022 - 85800

2023 - 85800

2024 - 85800

782,500 12 2500 3000 313 5/2/2020

187,800 tons per year committed under contract for the above 

listed years:

2014-2024.

427124 26 4750 1780 240 1/31/2017 Capacity commitments for all years equal 1850 tons per day

1140000 10 4750 1708 250 1/31/2017 360,000 tons per each of the contract years

768000 12 2500 2500 313 11/7/2017

2015 - 310,000

2016 - 310,000

2017 - 310,000

2018 - 70,000

2019 - 70,000

2020 - 0

2021 - 0

2022 - 0

2023 - 0

2024 - 0



Facility Name

Conestoga Landfill

Covanta 58th St Transfer 

Station

Covanta Delaware Valley 

Resource Recovery Facilty 

Covanta Plymouth

FR&S, Inc dba Pioneer 

Crossing Landfill

IESI Bethlehem Landfill

Keystone Sanitary Landfill, 

Inc.

Keystone Sanitary Landfill, 

Inc.

Annual Quantity Number of Years

Average Daily 

Permitted Capacity Tons Per Day

Number of 

Operating Days per 

Year

Permit Expiration 

Date Total Capacity Committed Under Contract (Tons Per Year)

0 0 5210 10000 307 9/1/2017

2014-2024 - no current capacity contracts for municipalities in 

place.

620000 10.5 2000 TPD 2000 312 10/24/2024 620,000 Per Year (2014-2024)

1,357,200 4.5

5700 TPD Monday 

Thru Friday - 3000 

TPD Saturday 5700 365 9/7/2019

900,000 TPY - Which includes currently the City of Philadelphia 

NW Transfer Operations as well as it includes the 58th ST 

Transfer Tons Annually which includes the City of Philadelphia 

direct MSW Tonnage that goes into the transfer station

None 10 2350 2350 312 9/23/2024

2014-Under a Service Agreement with Eastern Montgomery 

County SWA

2015-352,800 tons, 30,000 tons is committed to the City of 

Philadelphia

2016-331,545 tons, 30,000 tons is committed to the City of 

Philadelphia

2017-289,645 tons, 15,000 tons is committed to the City of 

Philadelphia

2018-190,445 tons

2019-189,245 tons

2021- 0 tons

2022- 0 tons

2023- 0 tons

2024- 0 tons

360,192 cu yds 

(permitted annual 

tonnage is approx, 

480,000 tons) 16 1550 1950 305 12/17/2023

Any capacity committed is pursuant to Solid Waste Services, Inc. 

d/b/a J.P. Mascaro & Sons ("JPM") (an affiliated entity) guaranteed 

contractual capacity at Pioneer Crossing (480,000 tons per year)

430,000 15 1375 1375 300 4/17/2023 0

1,900,000 5.5 7250 6600 306 4/6/2025

Approximately 3,800 2015-2020

Approximately 2,400 2021-2024

2,182,250 40 7,250 6500 301 4/6/2025

1,264,200 for 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019; 752,500 for 2020, 

2021, 2022, 2023 and 2024.



Facility Name

Lancaster Waste-to-Energy 

Facility

Lycoming County Landfill

Lycoming County Landfill

McKean County Landfill

Modern Landfill

Seneca Landfill, Inc.

Annual Quantity Number of Years

Average Daily 

Permitted Capacity Tons Per Day

Number of 

Operating Days per 

Year

Permit Expiration 

Date Total Capacity Committed Under Contract (Tons Per Year)

n/a 0 1,200 tons 1200 365 3/30/2019

LCSWMA has flow control of Lancaster County Municipal Solid 

Waste and processes this waste through an integrated system. 

The Lancaster WTE facility is a vital part of this integrated system 

and is responsible for processing 98% of the non-recyclable 

Lancaster County MSW. The committed capacity for the following 

years includes the projected Lancaster County MSW and any 

commitments made as an approved facility for the following 

counties: Bedford, Berks, Chester, Cumberland, Dauphin, Fulton, 

Huntingdon, Mifflin/Juniata, and Montgomery. These commitments 

will not hinder LCSWMA's ability to process Philadelphia County 

Waste.

2014 - 327,680 (history)

2015 - 328,424

2016 - 329,170

2017 - 329,918

2018 - 330,668

2019 - 331,420

2020 - 332,173

2021 - 327,929

2022 - 313,686

2023 - 314,445

2024 - 315,206

312000 13 1600 842 307 4/1/2020

We are a market participant with no contractual commitment to 

provide air space.  Our service area is defined as those counties 

that name us in their solid waste management plan.

312000 14 1600 842 307 4/1/2020

2014 - no capacity under contract

2015 - no capacity under contract

2016 - no capacity under contract

2017 - no capacity under contract

2018 - no capacity under contract

2019 - no capacity under contract

2020 - no capacity under contract

2021 - no capacity under contract

2022 - no capacity under contract

2023 - no capacity under contract

2024 - no capacity under contract

Permit is by tons per 

day 334 6,000 6500 365 2/23/2021 80,786 tons/year was accepted in 2014

903,808 TPY 11 4667 TPD 5000 307 7/1/2017

2014-2024 - no current capacity contracts for municipalities in 

place.

473000 10 3000 1511 313 10/5/2017

2014-328,000   2015-325,000   2016-324,000   2017-324,000               

2018-324,000   2019-231,000   2020-227,000   2021-158,000

2022-147,000   2023-42,000     2024-9,000



Facility Name

Susquehanna Resource 

Management Complex

Wayne Township Landfill

Western Berks Community 

Landfill

Wheelabrator Falls Inc.

York County Resource 

Recovery Center

Annual Quantity Number of Years

Average Daily 

Permitted Capacity Tons Per Day

Number of 

Operating Days per 

Year

Permit Expiration 

Date Total Capacity Committed Under Contract (Tons Per Year)

n/a 0 800 800 365 11/29/2022

The SRMC is the designated disposal facility for all of Dauphin 

County's municipal waste excluding waste generated from 

Highspire Borough and Swatara Township. The SRMC is also an 

approved facility for the following counties: Bedford, Berks, 

Cumberland, Fulton, Huntingdon, Lancaster, Mifflin/Juniata, 

Montgomery, Northumberland, Perry and Schuykill. These 

commitments will not hinder the SRMC's ability to process Perry 

County Waste.

2014 - n/a

2015 - 30,381

2016 - 29,767

2017 - 29,152

2018 - 28,534

2019 - 27,915

2020 - 27,294

2021 - 36,670

2022 - 66,045

2023 - 65,732

2024 - 65,418

0 0 1500 900 312 9/14/2036 6,240 PER YEAR

0 0 1000 tons 1000 313 3/28/2018

2015 - 9390

2016 - 9390

2017 - 9390

2018 - 9390

2019 - 0

2020 - 0

2021 - 0

2022 - 0

2023 - 0

2024 - 0

TBD 20 2,800 2800 365 5/29/2022

Waste Management (2015 -2021) -  429,000 tons Annually

Southwestern Bucks Solid Waste Committee Municipalities  (2014-

2018 plus 5 optional years) - 24,000 tons Annually

428,915 tons 25 1344 1225 329 5/5/2023

350,000 - 2014; 350,000-2015; 350,000-2016; 350,000-2017; 

350,000-2018;  

350,000-2019; 350,000-2020; 350,000-2021; 350,000-2022; 

350,000-2023;

350,000-2024



Facility Name

Advanced Disposal Chestnut 

Valley Landfill

Advanced Disposal 

Greentree Landfill

Advanced Disposal Mostoller 

Landfill, LLC

Blue Ridge Landfill

Commonwealth 

Environmental Systems, L.P.

Commonwealth 

Environmental Systems, LP

Community Refuse Services 

Inc

Capacity Committed Under Contract for 

Waste Generated in Philadelphia (Tons 

Per Year)

Additional Capacity 

Available for Waste 

Generated in Philadelphia 

(Tons Per Year)

Is your facility 

interested in 

signing a 

certification of 

Availability 

Capacity?

If Yes, indicate the quantity of disposal 

capacity (in tons per year) that could be 

made available for the purpose of being 

listed as a designated disposal facility in 

the City of Philadelphia Municipal Waste 

Management Plan 2014 – 2024.

0

2014 - 15,000

2015 - 15,000

2016 - 15,000

2017 -,15,000

2018 - 15,000

2019 - 15,000

2020 - 15,000

2021 - 15,000

2022 - 15,000

2023 - 15,000

2024 - 15,000 Yes 5,000 - 30,000

0

2014 - 1631300

2015 - 1631300

2016 - 1631300

2017 - 1631300

2018 - 1631300

2017 - 1631300

2018 - 1631300

2019 - 1631300

2020 - 1631300

2021 - 1631300

2022 - 1631300

2023 - 1731300 Yes 10,000 - 30,000

0

2014 - 62400

2015 - 62400

2016 - 62400

2017 - 62400

2018 - 62400

2019 - 62400

2020 - 62400

2021 - 62400

2022 - 62400

2023 - 62400

2024 - 62400 Yes 1000 - 15000

None at this time. None at this time. Yes

60,000 TPY could be allocated for disposal to 

the City of Philadelphia subject to such 

factors as pricing, market conditions & the 

needs of the facility’s customer base. It should 

be understood this disposal capacity may 

fluctuate greatly due to these factors.                                   

1000 tons per year for all years

Same total of 1000 tons per 

year for all years Yes 1000 tons per year

25,000 tons for each of the contracted years

5,000 tons for each of the 

contracted years Yes 25,000

2015 - 0

2016 - 0

2017 - 0

2018 - 0

2019 - 0

2020 - 0

2021 - 0

2022 - 0

2023 - 0

2024 - 0

2015 - 31,300

2016 - 31,300

2017 - 31,300

2018 - 31,300

2019 - 31,300

2020 - 31,300

2021 - 31,300

2022 - 31,300

2023 - 31,300

2024 - 31,300 Yes 31,300



Facility Name

Conestoga Landfill

Covanta 58th St Transfer 

Station

Covanta Delaware Valley 

Resource Recovery Facilty 

Covanta Plymouth

FR&S, Inc dba Pioneer 

Crossing Landfill

IESI Bethlehem Landfill

Keystone Sanitary Landfill, 

Inc.

Keystone Sanitary Landfill, 

Inc.

Capacity Committed Under Contract for 

Waste Generated in Philadelphia (Tons 

Per Year)

Additional Capacity 

Available for Waste 

Generated in Philadelphia 

(Tons Per Year)

Is your facility 

interested in 

signing a 

certification of 

Availability 

Capacity?

If Yes, indicate the quantity of disposal 

capacity (in tons per year) that could be 

made available for the purpose of being 

listed as a designated disposal facility in 

the City of Philadelphia Municipal Waste 

Management Plan 2014 – 2024.

2014-2024 - currently set at 160,000 TPY.  

This can be adjusted based on the next 

municipal bid issued by the City of 

Philadelphia.

2014-2024 - this would be 

based on the next municipal 

bid issued by the City of 

Philadelphia Yes 750,000

109,000 TPY - 2015

54,000 TPY - 2016 - Initial Contract Expires 

Additional Available would be 

@ 300,000 TPY Yes 400,000 Tons P Year

Currently we have about 120,000 Committed 

Capacity Guaranteed that comes from 

Philadelphia that flows into Covanta 58th St 

Transfer Station that in turn gets sent to 

Covanta Delaware Valley 100,000 for Each Year Yes 100000

See the above

2014-Partial Year 2017- 

30000 tons/year

2017- 15000 tons

2018-2024- 30,000 tons per 

year Yes 15,000-30,000 tons per year

None other than that committed to JPM as 

set forth above None Yes

JPM has 480K tons/year guaranteed capacity 

at Pioneer.  Pioneer with JPM's approval will 

provide a minimum of 107,000 tons per year 

(350 tons/day) from 2015-2024.  Additional 

capacity may be available.

0 0 No 0

1,000 tons per year under new proposal 1,000 tons for all years Yes 1000

25,000 tons per year for each contract year

5,000 tons per year for each 

contract year Yes 25,000 tons per year



Facility Name

Lancaster Waste-to-Energy 

Facility

Lycoming County Landfill

Lycoming County Landfill

McKean County Landfill

Modern Landfill

Seneca Landfill, Inc.

Capacity Committed Under Contract for 

Waste Generated in Philadelphia (Tons 

Per Year)

Additional Capacity 

Available for Waste 

Generated in Philadelphia 

(Tons Per Year)

Is your facility 

interested in 

signing a 

certification of 

Availability 

Capacity?

If Yes, indicate the quantity of disposal 

capacity (in tons per year) that could be 

made available for the purpose of being 

listed as a designated disposal facility in 

the City of Philadelphia Municipal Waste 

Management Plan 2014 – 2024.

n/a

2014 - n/a

2015 - 43,876

2016 - 43,130

2017 - 42,382

2018 - 41,632

2019 - 40,880

2020 - 40,127

2021 - 44,371

2022 - 58,614

2023 - 57,855

2024 - 57,094 Yes 5000

None, none requested

300 tons per day 92,100 tons 

annually can be available Yes 92100

2014 - no capacity committed under contract

2015 - no capacity committed under contract

2016 - no capacity committed under contract

2017 - no capacity committed under contract

2018 - no capacity committed under contract

2019 - no capacity committed under contract

2020 - no capacity committed under contract

2021 - no capacity committed under contract

2022 - no capacity committed under contract

2023 - no capacity committed under contract

2024 - no capacity committed under contract

2014 - no additional capacity 

available

2015 - 46,050 tons additional 

capacity available

2016 - 92,100 tons additional 

capacity available

2017 - 92,100 tons additional 

capacity available

2018 - 92,100 tons additional 

capacity available 

2019 - 92,100 tons additional 

capacity available Yes 92,100

Zero tons/year are currently committed under 

contract for waste generated in Philadelphia.

28,599,797 tons (80,786 

tons/year x 10 Years)/10 year= 

2,779,194 tons/year are 

available for waste generated 

in Philadelphia.

265,000 tons/year by rail each 

year. Yes

Current permit conditions provide 5,000 

tons/day by rail x 307 days/year=1,535,000 

tons/year that could be made available for the 

purpose of being listed as a designated 

disposal facility in the City of Philadelphia 

Municipal Waste Management Plan for the 

term extending from 201 through 2024.
2014-2024 - currently set at 307,000 TPD; 

this can be adjusted based on the next 

municipal bid issued by the City of 

2014-2024 - this would be 

adjusted based on the next 

municipal bid issued by the Yes 600,000

0 (zero) for all years 10,000 ton per year Yes 10,000



Facility Name

Susquehanna Resource 

Management Complex

Wayne Township Landfill

Western Berks Community 

Landfill

Wheelabrator Falls Inc.

York County Resource 

Recovery Center

Capacity Committed Under Contract for 

Waste Generated in Philadelphia (Tons 

Per Year)

Additional Capacity 

Available for Waste 

Generated in Philadelphia 

(Tons Per Year)

Is your facility 

interested in 

signing a 

certification of 

Availability 

Capacity?

If Yes, indicate the quantity of disposal 

capacity (in tons per year) that could be 

made available for the purpose of being 

listed as a designated disposal facility in 

the City of Philadelphia Municipal Waste 

Management Plan 2014 – 2024.

n/a

2014 - n/a

2015 - 30,381

2016 - 29,767

2017 - 29,152

2018 - 28,534

2019 - 27,915

2020 - 27,294

2021 - 36,670

2022 - 66,045

2023 - 65,732

2024 - 65,418 Yes 5000

N/A N/A Yes 6,240

2015 - 0

2016 - 0

2017 - 0

2018 - 0

2019 - 0

2020 - 0

2021 - 0

2022 - 0

2023 - 0

2024 - 0

2015 - 31,300

2016 - 31,300

2017 - 31,300

2018 - 31,300

2019 - 31,300

2020 - 31,300

2021 - 31,300

2022 - 31,300

2023 - 31,300

2024 - 31,300 No 0

Currently 0 tons under contract with the City 

of Philadelphia however; approximately 

371,000 tons are accepted  under contract 

with Waste Management that are generated 

from the City of Philadelphia. TBD Yes 371,000

0-2014; 0-2015; 0-2016; 0-2017; 0-2018; 0-

2019; 0-2020; 0-2021; 0-2022

0- 2023; 0-2024

78000-2014; 78000-2015; 

78000-2016; 78000-2017; 

78000-2018; 78000-2019; 

78000-2020; 78000-2021; 

78000-2022; 78000-2023; 

78000-2024 Yes 78,000 tons









































Certification of Municipal Waste Disposal Capacity

Privately Collected Municipal Waste
Generated within the City of Philadelphia

Owner / Operator certifies and represents that (1) Owner I Operator is currently
owner and or operator of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Permitted Municipal
Waste Disposal / Processing Facility identified below (hereinafter referred to as
“Facility”); (ii) Owner / Operator can provide disposal capacity at the Facility and
any reasonable expansions thereof, for privately collected municipal waste
generated within Philadelphia (“City”); and (iii) Owner / Operator shall provide
disposal capacity for the term identified below in accordance with the City of
Philadelphia’s Municipal Waste Management Plan in the minimum amount:
150,000 tons per year.

Owner / Operator also agrees to operate the Facility in accordance with all
applicable (i) laws, statutes, and regulations; (ii) regulations of the Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Protection; and (iii) laws, statutes, regulations of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

Owner / Operator acknowledges that (i) the City is not obligated to guarantee the
delivery of any minimum quantities of municipal waste to the Facility, and (ii) the
Facility will be designated as a disposal / processing facility for the disposal of
privately collected municipal waste generated within the City pursuant to the City’s
Municipal Waste Management Plan for the term identified below.

Owner / Operator expressly understands and agrees that any false certification or
representation in connection with this certification or any failure to comply with the
provisions of this certification shall constitute just cause for removal of the Owner /
Operator from the City’s Municipal Waste Management Plan. In addition, it is
understood that false certification or representation is subject to prosecution
pursuant to Title 18 PaC.S.A. Section 4904.

Owner /

By:

Attest:

Facility Name:

Wheelabrator Falls Inc.

Facility Permit Number: 400633

Term: 2017—2027
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CHAPTER 9-600. SERVICE BUSINESSES

§9-604. Refuse Collection. [478]

(1) Definitions. In this Section the following definitions apply:

(a) Refuse. All discarded waste materials, consisting of the following:

(.1) Garbage. The organic residue of both animals and vegetable matter which results from the preparation and
consumption of food, and including small dead animals.

(.2) Waste: Combustibles. Material which burns upon contact with a flame under normal conditions, including
carpets, containers, excelsior, furniture, leather, linoleum, mattresses, oilcloth, paper and paper products, rags,
shrubbery, Christmas trees, wallpaper, wearing apparel, and similar materials.

(.3) Waste: Non-combustibles. Materials which cannot be incinerated, including ashes, bottles, broken glass,
cans, crockery, floor sweepings, masonry, metals, yard dirt and similar materials.

(b) Department. Department of Streets.

(c) Municipal Waste.[479] Any garbage, refuse, industrial, lunchroom or office waste and other material,
including solid, liquid, semisolid or contained gaseous material, resulting from operation of residential,
municipal, commercial or institutional establishments and from community activities and any sludge not
meeting the definition of residual or hazardous waste in the Pennsylvania Solid Waste Management Act from a
municipal, commercial or institutional water supply treatment plant, wastewater treatment plant or air pollution
control facility. The term does not include source separated recyclable materials.

(d) Private dump or landfill. Real property in or upon which refuse is deposited, other than when operated by the
City.

(e) Recyclable Materials. Materials which would otherwise become solid waste that can be reprocessed and

returned to the economic mainstream as raw materials or products.[480]

(f) Recycling. Any process by which recyclable materials are reprocessed and returned to the economic

mainstream as raw materials or products.[481]

(g) Dumpster.[482] Any container for refuse or recyclable materials including a trash compactor used in the
course of doing business to store refuse with a gross volume of more than one (1) cubic yard used by any
person licensed pursuant to this Section in the conduct of licensee’s business.

(h) Debris. Any material resulting from the demolition, construction, rehabilitation, or renovation of any
structure, including stones, bricks, rocks, concrete, gravel or earth.

(i) Garbage disposal unit. Any mechanical or powered device used to reduce food waste other than grease so
that it can be discharged into the sewer system of the City or into cesspools and septic tanks.

(j) Grindable garbage. Garbage which can normally be disposed of by the use of a garbage disposal unit.

(k) Residual Waste.[483] Any garbage, refuse, other discarded material or other waste, including solid, liquid,
semisolid or contained gaseous materials resulting from industrial, mining and agricultural operations and any
sludge from an industrial, mining or agricultural water supply treatment facility, waste water treatment facility or
air pollution control facility, provided that it is not hazardous.
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(l) Source Separated Construction/ Demolition Scrap Metal.[484] Scrap metal originating from construction or
demolition operations that has served its intended use and has not been commingled with any type of waste or
other construction/ demolition material.

(2) Dispose of Refuse.[485] No person shall dispose of any refuse upon or in any site within the City unless
such site is certified or authorized as a dump or landfill under Section 14-1601 hereof or any successor
provisions thereto.

(3) City Disposal Plants and Sites.[486]

(a) The Department may receive any refuse for disposal in City disposal plants, landfills or other disposal sites
when the origin of the refuse is within the City.

(b) The charge for receiving refuse at City plants, landfills or other disposal sites shall be ninety dollars ($90.00)
per ton or any fraction thereof; except that no charge shall be made with respect to the first one hundred (100)
tons of refuse received during any fiscal year from any religious institution or an institution of purely public

charity when such refuse is hauled by vehicles owned and operated by said institutions.[487]

(.1) Bills shall be prepared by the Department, payable to the Department of Collections.

(c) City dumps, landfills and disposal sites shall comply with the regulations of the Department of Public Health
for private dumps, landfills and disposal sites.

(4) Contracts for Garbage Collection.[488]

(a) Contracts for the collection and disposal of garbage may be entered into by the Department pursuant to the
provisions of Chapter 17-100.

(b) No contract shall be awarded to any garbage collector unless he has obtained a license pursuant to § 9-
604(4).

(c) All contracts for the collection and disposal of garbage shall be subject to the following provisions:

(.1) The contract garbage collector shall comply with regulations issued by the Department dealing with the
collection, removal and disposal of garbage.

(.2) The contract garbage collector shall indemnify the City against all claims, demands, suits or causes of
action for injuries to persons or property arising from, growing out of or incident to the collection, removal and
disposal of garbage.

(d) The Department may include in these contracts other provisions to protect the interests of the City.

(e) The Department may require contract garbage collectors to maintain adequate public liability and property
damage insurance.

(f) The Department shall supervise the performance of the collectors under these contracts.

(5) Private Garbage Collection.[489]

(a) No person shall collect or transport garbage unless he has obtained from the Department of Licenses and
Inspections a Garbage Collection License and, for each vehicle so used, a Collection Vehicle License, pursuant
to Section 9-604(8).

(b) No Garbage Collection License shall be issued unless the applicant:
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(.1) complies with the provisions of The Philadelphia Traffic Code, Title 12;

(.2) pays an annual license fee of fifty (50.00) dollars for the Garbage Collection License;[490]

(.3) obtains a Collection Vehicle License for each vehicle used for collecting of garbage, pursuant to Section 9-
604(8).

(c) All licenses shall be conditioned upon continued compliance with Section 9-604(5)(b) and Section 9-604(8)
and the regulations of the Department.

(d) In addition to any other penalty or sanction as provided by this Title, the Department of Licenses and
Inspections may, pursuant to Section 9-103, revoke the Garbage Collection License of a garbage collector who
violates any condition of his license.

(6) Private Waste Collection.[491]

(a) No person shall collect or transport Municipal or Residual Waste unless he has obtained from the
Department of Licenses and Inspections a Waste Collection License and, for each vehicle so used, a Collection
Vehicle License pursuant to Section 9-604(8).

(b) No Waste Collection License shall be issued unless the applicant:[492]

(.1) agrees to comply with the regulations of the Streets Department;

(.2) complies with the provisions of The Philadelphia Traffic Code, Title 12;

(.3) pays an annual license fee of $50.00 for the Waste Collection License;[493]

(.4) obtains a Collection Vehicle License for each vehicle used for collecting of Municipal and/or Residual
Waste, pursuant to Section 9-604(8);

(.5) supplies adequate assurances and guarantees that recyclable materials separated at curbside or other
pick-up location as required by Section 10-717 will be disposed of in a manner that results in their recycling.
[494]

(.6) Maintains a current list of all Regulated Premises served by the applicant. Such list shall be submitted to
the Philadelphia Recycling Office pursuant to regulations of the Department and shall be available for inspection
by the Department of Licenses and Inspections or the Department of Streets upon request during normal
working hours.

(c) All licenses shall be conditioned upon continued compliance with Section 9-604(6)(b) and Section 9-604(8)
and the regulations of the Department.

(d) In addition to any fine or other sanction as provided by this Title, the Department of Licenses and
Inspections may, pursuant to Section 9-103, revoke the Waste Collection License of a refuse collector who
violates any condition of the license.

(7) Recyclable Material Collection.[495]

(a) No person shall collect or transport Recyclable Material unless he has obtained from the Department of
Licenses and Inspection a Recyclable Material Collection License. One Recyclable Material Collection License
shall be valid for all vehicles leased or owned by any person or company issued said license. No Recyclable
Material Collection License shall be required for an individual or company’s (1) vehicles used to transport
Source Separated Construction/Demolition Scrap Metal, or (2) vehicles with a gross vehicle weight of less than
six thousand (6,000) pounds used to transport Source-separated Recyclable Material provided that the hauler is
not compensated for transportation and the hauler delivers the Recyclable Material to a destination that has
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agreed to report to the City the type and amount of Recyclable Material delivered by the hauler.

(b) No Recyclable Material Collection License shall be issued unless the applicant:

(.1) furnishes the information with regard to his proposed activity required by the Department of Licenses and
Inspections and Streets Department and agrees to comply with the regulations of the Streets Department;

(.2) complies with the provisions of The Philadelphia Traffic Code, Title 12;

(.3) pays an annual fee of $50.00 for the Recyclable Material Collection License;[496]

(c) The Recyclable Material Collection License shall consist of a validated license bearing the name and
address of the licensee.

(d) The Recyclable Material Collection License shall be conditioned upon continued compliance with Section 9-
604(7) and the regulations of the Department.

(e) No recyclable collector shall collect recyclable material which has been deposited at a location designated
as a City drop-off site or as part of a community organized recycling program unless by written arrangement
with the community organization.

(f) No recyclable collector shall leave any vehicle loaded with recyclables or waste unattended or parked on any

City street overnight.[497]

(g) In addition to any fine or other sanction as provided by this Title, the Department of Licenses and
Inspections may, pursuant to Section 9-103, revoke the Recyclable Material Collection License of a Recyclable
Material collector who violates any provisions of this Section or any condition of his license.

(h) Nothing in this Subsection 9-604(7) shall require community organizations which operate neighborhood
clean-up activities or persons collecting Recyclable Materials without the use of a truck, rail car or ship to
obtain a Recyclable Material Collection License, or shall otherwise restrict such activities.

(8) Collection Vehicle License.[498]

(a) The owner or operator of each vehicle used for collection or transportation of Municipal and/or Residual
Waste in the City must secure and display an annual Collection Vehicle License issued for each such vehicle
by the Department of Licenses and Inspections.

(b) The Collection Vehicle License shall be valid for a single calendar year.

(c) One or more Collection Vehicle Licenses may be issued to a single applicant for a fee of sixty (60) dollars
per vehicle.

(d) No Collection Vehicle License shall be issued for a vehicle unless the applicant provides:

(.1) a copy of a valid state motor vehicle registration certificate for such vehicle.

(.2) a copy of a certificate of insurance for public liability and property damage for the current year for such
vehicle, in an amount not less than is required by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for public liability, in an
insurance company approved by the State Insurance Department.

(.3) a description of vehicle type and certification of knowledge of and compliance with regulations of the Streets
Department establishing private waste collection vehicle standards.

(.4) the name and location of all disposal facilities to which Municipal and/or Residual Waste is to be taken.

(.5) certification of knowledge of and compliance with applicable reporting requirements of haulers of Municipal
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and/or Residual Waste pursuant to regulations adopted by the Streets Department.

(e) A licensee must notify the Department of Licenses and Inspections within ten (10) days of any transfer or
assignment in possession or ownership of such vehicle, any change of insurance company providing insurance
for such vehicle, and any changes made in the names and locations of disposal facilities used by such vehicle,
as provided pursuant to Section 9-604(8)(d)(.4). The owner or operator of each licensed vehicle must maintain
all disposal contracts and tipping receipts for two years and make such documents available for inspection by
the Department of Licenses and Inspections or the Department of Streets upon request during normal working
hours.

(f) The Collection Vehicle License number shall be printed or permanently affixed by the licensee to the left side
of the licensed vehicle, on the outside of the cab door.

(g) A Collection Vehicle License shall not be transferred, assigned or altered.

(h) In addition to any other penalty or sanction as provided by this Title, the Department of Licenses and
Inspections may, pursuant to Section 9-103, revoke the Collection Vehicle Licenses and/or any other license
issued under this Section of any person who violates any provision of this subsection 9-604(8).

(9) Reporting Requirements.[499]

(a) Any person who holds a Garbage Collection License, a Waste Collection License, or a Recyclable Material
Collection License shall make reports, at periods and in the detail specified by regulations of the Department,
as to the type, amounts, source and destination of material handled.

(10) Dumpsters.[500]

(a) Every person licensed pursuant to this Section who owns, rents or controls dumpsters used for the storage
of refuse shall:

(i) Only use dumpster units that are constructed of fire resistive metal, the lids of which are securely attached
to the body of the dumpster and when closed, form a secure seal. The lid(s) must be securely closed
immediately after the unit is emptied. There shall be no holes in the bottom of the dumpster except for a
drainage hole, which must be kept plugged when dumpster is not being cleaned.

(ii) Place and maintain on the outside of each dumpster, in legible letters and numerals not less than one (1)
inch in height, the licensee’s name, or the company logo of the licensee and telephone number and a unique
number for each dumpster for identification purposes.

(iii) Keep all dumpster units well painted, in good repair, free of offensive odors and clean. All dumpster units
placed in the public right of way shall be cleaned and sanitized no less than once every six (6) months or more
often, if either the Department of Public Health, Fire, Police, Streets, or Licenses and Inspections so instruct,
at a location approved by the Streets Department.

(iv) Maintain a ledger or log of all cleanings which record shall be subject to inspection by the Departments of
Public Health, Fire, Police, Streets, or Licenses and Inspections.

(v) Notify customers of the legal responsibilities of persons licensed pursuant to Section 9-604.

(vi) Only place dumpsters on City cartways or roadways, sidewalks or public alleyways if the customer for
whom the refuse is being collected produces a valid license issued by the Department of Licenses and
Inspections after approval by the Streets Department. If a dumpster is found in an unlicensed location, there
shall be a presumption that the person licensed pursuant to this Section (private waste collector) knew that the
location of the dumpster was unauthorized.

(vii) Post a bond or such other security as may be required for those dumpsters located on the public right of
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way to ensure compliance with this legislation in an amount to be determined by regulation of the Streets
Department.

(b) The appropriate City department shall promulgate such other rules or regulations as it deems desirable to
implement this Section.

(c) The provisions of this Subsection, with the exception of (7)(a)(ii), shall not apply to dumpsters used
exclusively for the collection of construction and demolition debris.

(11) Penalties and Forfeitures.[501]

(a) Except as otherwise set forth in this subsection 9-604(11), the penalty for violation of any provision of this
Section shall be as set forth in Section 9-105.

(b) The penalty for violation of any provision of subsection 9-604(10) shall be a minimum fine of one hundred
(100) dollars and no more than three hundred (300) dollars for each violation, or such equitable remedy as the
Court may deem proper, including, without limitation, an order to remove or clean the dumpster.

(i) Each day a violation continues or is permitted to continue shall constitute a separate offense for which a
separate penalty may be imposed.

(ii) All fines and costs imposed by the Court shall be entered as a judgment against the violator.

(iii) Anyone who fails to abate a violation within thirty (30) days of being found liable under this Subsection shall
have his or her license issued pursuant to this Section revoked for a period of five (5) days and shall
immediately be permitted to reapply for a new license.

(c) In addition to any fine or penalty which may be imposed for violation of subsection 9-604(10), the Streets
Department, through the "Streets and Walkway Environmental Enforcement Program ("SWEEP"), may enter an
order requiring the person licensed pursuant to this Section to move the dumpster to a licensed location or to
remove it within ten (10) days and providing for removal by the Streets Department at the expense of the person
licensed pursuant to this Section in the event of non-compliance. If the identity of the owner of the dumpster
cannot be ascertained, notice may be affixed to the dumpster.

(d) Each day of continued violation of any provision of this Section 9-604 constitutes a separate violation upon
which the maximum fine may be imposed.

(e) A person whose Garbage Collection License, Waste Collection License, Recyclable Material Collection
License, or Collection Vehicle License has been revoked, except pursuant to subsection 9-604(11)(b)(iii), may
not reapply for any such new license for a period of one (1) year from the time of the first revocation, for a period
of two (2) years from the time of the second revocation, and for a period of five (5) years from the time of the
third and subsequent revocations.

(f) Any contractor or vendor doing business with the City of Philadelphia who violates Section 9-604(2) hereof, or
any successor provision thereto, shall forfeit his right to payment due on any contract with the City in an
amount not to exceed the City’s estimate of the cost of proper removal and disposal of the illegally disposed

refuse.[502]

(i) Any person aggrieved by such an order may file an appeal within ten (10) days of issuance of the order to the
Licenses and Inspections Board of Review.

(ii) An appeal shall stay any enforcement action unless the dumpster poses an immediate danger to the health
or safety of the general public, in which case the Department may remove the dumpster on an emergency
basis.

(iii) A person who fails to appeal or who loses an appeal may recover the dumpster upon payment to the
Streets Department of the cost of storage and removal.
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CHAPTER 10-700. REFUSE AND LITTERING 133  

§ 10-701. Definitions. 

In this Chapter the following definitions apply: 

(1) Aircraft. Any contrivance used or designated for navigation or for flight in the air, including 

helicopters and lighter-than-air dirigibles and balloons. 

(2) Ashes. The residue from the burning of wood, coal, coke, or other combustible materials. 

(3) Bulk Items. Large household items, whether whole or in pieces, including but not limited to metal 

objects, items containing refrigerants, appliances, air conditioners, furniture and sofa beds. 134  

(4) Commercial Handbill. Any printed or written matter, sample or device, circular, leaflet, pamphlet, 

paper, booklet, or other printed or otherwise reproduced original or copy of any matter or literature 

which: 

(a) advertises for sale any merchandise, product, commodity, or thing; or 

(b) directs attention to any business, mercantile or commercial establishment, or other activity, for the 

purpose of either directly or indirectly promoting the interest thereof by sales; or 

(c) directs attention to or advertises any meeting, theatrical performance, exhibition, or event of any 

kind, for which an admission fee is charged for the purpose of private grain or profit; 

(d) while containing reading matter other than advertising matter, is predominantly and essentially an 

advertisement, and is not delivered to its final consumer by the United States Postal Service but is 

distributed or circulated for advertising purposes, or for the private benefit and gain of any person so 

engaged as advertiser or distributor. 135  

(5) Distribution Business. A distributor which provides commercial handbill distribution services for 

any other business, partnership, sole proprietorship, association or corporation. 136  

(6) Distributor. Any business, including without limitation, a sole proprietorship, partnership, 

association or corporation, which directly or indirectly addresses, offers, or proposes or causes to be 

advertised, offered or proposed on the streets, sidewalks or other public ways any commercial 

transaction by means of distribution of commercial handbills as defined in § 10-701(3) above. 

(7) Garbage. Decayable animal and vegetable wastes resulting from the handling, preparation, cooking 

and consumption of food. 

(8) Litter. Includes "garbage", "refuse", and "rubbish" as defined and all other waste material which, if 

thrown or deposited as herein prohibited, tends to create a danger to public health, safety and welfare. 

(9) Newspaper. Any publication, containing the name and address of its publisher, that is published and 

distributed at regular intervals and contains news stories, opinions, advertisements, or other items of 

general interest, including any periodical or current magazine regularly published with not less than four 

(4) issues per year and distributed to the public, provided, however, that a commercial handbill as 

defined in Section 10-701(3) herein shall not be considered a newspaper. 137  

(10) Non-Commercial Handbill. Any printed or written matter, sample, device, circular, leaflet, 

pamphlet, newspaper, magazine, paper, booklet or other printed or otherwise reproduced original or 

copy of any matter or literature not included in the definition of commercial handbill. 138  
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(11) Park. A park square, playground, beach, recreation center or other public area in the City, owned or 

used by the City and devoted to recreation. 

(12) Private Premises. Any dwelling, house, building or other structure or parking lot designed or used 

either wholly or in part for private residential, industrial or commercial purposes, whether inhabited or 

temporarily or continuously uninhabited or vacant, including any yard, grounds, walk, driveway, porch, 

steps, vestibule or mailbox belonging or appurtenant to such dwelling, house, building, or other 

structure. 

(13) Public Place. All streets, sidewalks, boulevards, alleys, or other public ways, and all public parks, 

squares, spaces, grounds and buildings. 

(14) Public Receptacle. A receptacle placed by the City at various locations for the reception of litter 

other than household or commercial refuse. 

(15) Rubbish. Non-putrescible solid wastes consisting of both combustible and non-combustible wastes, 

including paper, wrappings, cardboard, tin cans, yard clippings, wood, glass, bedding, crockery and 

similar materials. 

(16) Snow. Any precipitation, deposit or accumulation of snow, hail, ice and sleet on the sidewalks. 139  

(17) Vehicle. Every device in, upon, or by which any person or property is or may be transported or 

drawn upon a highway, including devices used exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks. 

(18) Debris. Any material resulting from the demolition of any structure, including stones, bricks, rocks, 

concrete, gravel or earth. 140  

(19) Private Business Receptacle. A receptacle placed by a private commercial business owner or 

manager at or near his/her business location for the reception of litter, including newspapers and 

commercial and non- commercial handbills. 141  

§ 10-702. Litter in Public Places. 

(1) No person shall place or deposit litter in or upon any street, sidewalk or other public place within the 

City except in public receptacles or in authorized private receptacles. 

§ 10-703. Placement of Litter in Receptacles. 

(1) No person shall place or deposit litter in public receptacles or in authorized private receptacles 

except in such a manner as to prevent it from being scattered or carried by the elements onto any street, 

sidewalk, other public place or upon private premises. 

(2) No person shall place or deposit household or commercial refuse in any public receptacle. 142  

§ 10-704. Litter on Sidewalks. 

(1) Persons owning or occupying private premises shall make reasonable efforts to keep the sidewalk in 

front of such premises free of litter. 

(2) Reasonable efforts shall include the placement of private business receptacles at all public entrances 

to places of business which prepare or sell food for takeout or consumption off the premises during the 

business' normal hours of operation only. 143  

§ 10-705. Sweeping Litter Into Gutters. 
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(1) No person shall sweep into or deposit in any gutter, street or other place the accumulation of litter 

from any building, lot or from any public or private sidewalk or driveway. 

§ 10-706. Litter Thrown from Vehicles. 

(1) No person in a vehicle shall throw or deposit litter upon any street, other public place or private 

premises. 

§ 10-707. Trucks Causing Litter. 

(1) No person shall operate a truck or other vehicle unless the vehicle is so constructed or loaded as to 

prevent its contents from falling, being blown or deposited upon any street or other public place. 

§ 10-708. Litter in Parks. 

(1) No person shall throw or deposit litter in any park, except in public receptacles, and in such a manner 

as to prevent the litter from being scattered or carried by the elements onto any part of the park, upon 

any street or other public place. Where public receptacles are not provided, all litter shall be carried from 

the park by the person responsible for its presence and properly disposed of elsewhere. 

§ 10-709. Litter in Lakes and Fountains. 

(1) No person shall throw or deposit litter in any fountain, lake, stream, or other body of water. 

§ 10-710. Dumping of Debris and Short Dumping. 144  

(1) No person shall deposit, dump or cause to be placed any debris on any location without the prior 

written consent of the owner of such location. A violation of this subsection that is also a violation of 

subsection (2) may be prosecuted as a violation of subsection (2). 

(2) No owner or operator, or an agent of either, of a trash, garbage or debris collection vehicle, including 

private automobiles and small trucks, or any other type of vehicles used to collect or transport trash, 

garbage or debris, shall knowingly deposit or cause to be deposited the vehicle's load or any part thereof 

on any road, street, highway, alley or railroad right-of-way, or on the land of another without both the 

permission of the owner and all necessary licenses and permits or into the waters of the City. 

§ 10-710.1. Reward Program for the Provision of Information Regarding Short Dumping. 145  

(1) Before or during each fiscal year, the Managing Director may announce the availability of funds 

during such fiscal year to pay rewards to individuals who provide information that leads to a judicial 

determination that one or more individuals have violated the prohibition on short dumping set forth in 

subsection 10-710(2) of this Code, such as license plate information and make or model descriptions of 

any vehicle used in connection with such a violation. 

(2) The amount of each particular award shall be in the discretion of the Managing Director or his or her 

designee, but in no event shall the total amount awarded in connection with any violation be less than 

five hundred dollars. 

(3) The Managing Director shall base his or her determination of the amount of any particular award on 

the following factors: 

(a) the extent and significance of the violation of subsection 10-710(2), based on the quantity and type of 

materials dumped; 

(b) the specificity and accuracy of the information provided; 
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(c) whether the information provided was unique or was information provided by other individuals; and 

(d) whether the individual provided a sworn statement or sworn testimony in connection with the 

investigation or any legal proceedings related to the determination of liability. 

(4) No City employee with enforcement responsibility pursuant to Chapter 10-700 of the Code, nor any 

governmental employee who obtains information regarding short dumping during the course of his or 

her employment, shall be eligible to obtain any such award. 

(5) The Managing Director may establish such administrative regulations as he or she deems necessary 

to implement the intent of this Section. 

§ 10-711. Placing Commercial and Non-Commercial Handbills on Vehicles. 

(1) No person shall place or deposit any commercial or non-commercial handbill in or upon any vehicle; 

provided, that it shall not be unlawful for any person to distribute, without charge, a non-commercial 

handbill to any occupant of a vehicle who is willing to accept it. 

§ 10-712. Dropping Litter from Aircraft. 

(1) No person shall throw out, drop or deposit any litter, handbill or other object from an aircraft, so as 

to cause it to fall within the City. 

§ 10-713. Litter on Private Premises. 

(1) No person shall throw or deposit litter on any private premises, whether or not owned by such 

person, except that the owner or person in control of private premises may maintain authorized private 

receptacles for deposit or collection of litter. 

§ 10-714. Owner to Maintain Premises Free of Litter. 

(1) The owner or persons in control of any private premises shall at all times maintain the premises free 

of litter; provided, however, that this Section shall not prohibit the storage of litter in authorized private 

receptacles. 

(2) Private business receptacles shall at all times be maintained in such a manner as to keep the public 

areas adjacent to the private premises free of litter. 146  

§ 10-715. Litter on Vacant Lots. 

(1) No person shall throw or deposit litter on any open or vacant private lots or premises whether owned 

by such person or not. 

§ 10-716. Clearing of Litter from Open Private Premises by City. 

(1) Notice to Remove. The Department of Licenses and Inspections is authorized and empowered to 

notify the owner of any open or vacant private premises, or the agent of such owner, to remove and 

dispose of litter located on such premises. Such notice shall be sufficient if mailed to the owner at his 

last known address. 

(2) Action Upon Non-Compliance. Upon the failure, neglect or refusal of any owner or agent to dispose 

of litter within 10 days after the mailing of the notice provided for in subsection (1) above, the 

Department of Licenses and Inspections is authorized and empowered, itself or by contract, to dispose of 

the litter. 
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(3) Cost to be Charged to Property Owner. When the Department of Licenses and Inspections has 

effected the removal of such litter, the cost thereof shall be charged to the owner of the property. Legal 

interest shall be charged if the amount due the City is not paid within thirty (30) days from the date the 

bill is rendered. 

(4) Recorded Statement Constitutes Lien. Where the amount due the City is not paid by the owner within 

thirty (30) days after a bill for the removal of the litter is rendered, a lien shall be recorded against the 

property for the cost of removal, in the manner now provided by law. 

§ 10-717. Source Separation, Collection, and Disposal of Refuse. 147  

(1) Definitions. In this Section, the following definitions shall apply: 

(a) Paper shall mean newspapers, office paper, and corrugated cardboard. 

(b) Plastic Container shall mean any individual bottle, carton, lid or tube composed of plastics. 

(c) Glass Container shall mean any individual bottle, jar or carton composed of glass. 

(d) Metal Can shall mean individual cans composed of metal and commonly containing beverages and 

food. 

(e) Receptacle shall mean individual containers constructed of weatherproof, insect and rodent-proof 

material such as plastic or metal supplied to City residents for recycling purposes. 

(f) Recycling shall mean any process by which materials which would otherwise become solid waste are 

collected, separated or processed and returned to the economic mainstream in the form of raw materials 

or products. 

(g) Garbage shall mean animal and vegetable wastes resulting from the handling, preparation, cooking 

and consumption of food. 

(h) Premises shall mean any dwelling, house, building or other structure. 

(i) Yard Waste shall mean grass, leaves, tree and brush cuttings and similar material. 

(j) Task Force shall mean the Inter-Agency Task Force on Recycling established under Section 10-

717(3). 

(2) Separation and Collection. 

(a) Commencing on a schedule of dates to be determined by the Task Force, all owners or persons in 

control of any premises shall be required to separate from all other refuse that they set at curbside or 

other pick-up locations for collection by the City or any other collector the following items: 

(.1) Paper; 

(.2) Plastic Containers; 

(.3) Glass Containers; 

(.4) Metal Cans; 

(.5) Garbage; 

(.6) Yard Waste; 
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(.7) Such other items as may from time to time be mandated by regulation. 

(b) The above items shall be set out for collection in no more than four (4) separate bundles or 

receptacles in such specific manner as shall be determined by regulations issued pursuant to Section 10-

717(3)(b)(.1). 

(c) In establishing the schedule by which the required source separation mandated in this Section shall 

begin, the Task Force may stagger such commencement dates for different Sections of the City. Any 

such staggered schedule shall provide that at least one-third () of all City-collected premises will be 

subject to mandatory source separation within one year of the effective date of this Section, at least two-

thirds () of all City-collected premises shall be subject to mandatory source separation within eighteen 

(18) months of the effective date of this Section, and that all households, and all other premises, shall be 

subject to mandatory source separation within two (2) years of the effective date of this Section. 

(d) The source separation requirements of this Section shall not be deemed to apply to hazardous, 

pathological, or radioactive waste, nor to waste generated in patient care areas. 

(3) Administration of the Recycling Program. 

(a) There is hereby created in the Office of the Mayor, an Inter-Agency Task Force on Recycling. The 

Task Force shall be composed of the following individuals each of whom may designate deputies to 

represent them in performing Task Force duties: 

(.1) The Managing Director; 

(.2) The Commissioner of Streets; 

(.3) The Commissioner of Public Property; 

(.4) The Procurement Commissioner; 

(.5) The Commerce Director; 

(.6) The Water Commissioner; 

(.7) The Commissioner of Licenses and Inspections; 

(.8) The following individuals by invitation: 

(i) The Superintendent of Schools; 

(ii) The Chairperson of the Philadelphia Port Corporation; 

(iii) The President of the Philadelphia Industrial Development Corporation; 

(.9) The Chairperson of the Recycling Advisory Committee; 

(.10) The Recycling Coordinator of the City of Philadelphia; 

(.11) Such other officials as the Mayor determines can contribute to the sound development and 

administration of the City's recycling program. 

(b) The duties of the Task Force shall be the following: 

(.1) To promulgate regulations, consistent with the provisions of Section 10-717(2), and in accordance 

with the procedures and timetables set forth in Section 10-717(3)(e) and 10-717(3)(f), establishing the 
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timetable for commencement of mandatory source separation, days for collection, manner of collection, 

placement, and location of bundles and receptacles, and governing such other matters pertaining to the 

collection, removal and disposal of these materials, as shall assure their recycling; 

(.2) To develop and implement an educational program, in cooperation with the public and private 

school systems, labor organizations, businesses, neighborhood organizations, and other interested 

parties, and using flyers, print and electronic advertising, public events, promotional activities, public 

service announcements and such other techniques as it deems useful, to assure the greatest possible level 

of compliance with the provisions of this Section; 

(.3) To take all steps necessary for the development and establishment of not less than six (6) 

intermediate processing centers to be strategically sited so as to best provide for the recycling of all 

recyclable materials collected by the Streets Department, and by private haulers, within all areas of the 

City. Each such center may be owned and/or operated by either the City, by any of its public or quasi-

public agencies, by a private concern, or by a public-private joint venture; 

(.4) To take all steps necessary for the development, siting, and establishment of such facilities as shall 

be needed to fully recycle all garbage and yard waste collected within the City; 

(.5) To develop formulas and mechanisms for determining the saved disposal costs attributable to the 

recycling program created under this Section, and to implement appropriate mechanisms for sharing 

such savings, through price supports, rebates, bonuses, or other methods, with parties helpful to the 

growth and success of the program, including, but not necessarily limited to, the following: 

(i) Streets Department workers, based on verifiable productivity gains; 

(ii) Businesses using secondary materials, located or locating within the City of Philadelphia to the 

extent that such companies provide new or enhanced markets for portions of the City waste stream 

which are dedicated for recycling under the City's recycling program; 

(iii) Buy-back and drop off centers, and other community-based recycling efforts which, in the opinion 

of the Task Force, are making, or can make, a significant contribution to enlarging or maintaining public 

participation in the City's recycling program or otherwise reaching the goals of this program; 

(.6) To develop other funding and financing programs, in cooperation with the public and quasi- public 

economic development agencies of the City, to facilitate the development of Philadelphia businesses 

using secondary materials contained within the City's waste stream; 

(.7) To develop and implement such other programs as may be recommended by the Recycling Advisory 

Committee, which will further the recycling goals established by this Ordinance. 

(c) In developing its strategy for the processing, marketing and disposition of recyclable materials, the 

Task Force shall accord priority consideration to persons who, within the City of Philadelphia, were 

engaging in the business of recycling, or otherwise providing lawful recycling services, on April 9, 

1987. 

(d) In order to develop proposed rules, regulations and programs for recommendation to the Task Force 

to enable achievement of the goals set forth in this Section, the Recycling Advisory Committee is hereby 

established. Members of the Committee shall be appointed by the Mayor within thirty (30) days from 

the date of the final enactment of this Section, as follows: 

(.1) one member shall represent the collective bargaining unit representing those workers whose primary 

duty is the collection of household trash; 



(.2) one member shall be a person engaged in the business of recycling trash; 

(.3) one person shall be engaged in the business of collecting and disposing of trash for private 

businesses; 

(.4) one person shall be the administrator of a non-profit intermediate processing center; 

(.5) one person shall be the chief administrator of a neighborhood non-profit recycling program; 

(.6) one person shall be a collector of residential garbage under contract with the City; 

(.7) one person shall be a representative of an environmental protection organization with an active 

recycling advocacy program; 

(.8) one person shall be a representative of a recycling advocacy coalition focusing on Philadelphia 

waste management; 

(.9) one person shall be a representative of each of the following businesses: 

(i) glass recycling; 

(ii) paper recycling; 

(iii) aluminum recycling; 

(iv) plastic recycling; 

(v) construction or demolition. 

The operating procedures and Chairperson of the Advisory Committee shall be selected by the 

Committee at its first meeting, and it shall employ such staff within budgetary constraints as it deems 

appropriate. 

(.10) Additional persons shall be appointed to represent such other organizational categories, not to 

exceed five (5) in number, as the existing Committee may designate to the Mayor from time to time. 

Each additional representative shall be appointed no later than thirty (30) days after the new category 

describing such representative is submitted to the Mayor. 

(e) Within ninety (90) days of the appointment of the Advisory Committee, it shall transmit to the Task 

Force, and release to the public, draft regulations fully providing for the governance of the matters set 

forth in Sections 10-717(2) and 9-604(5)(b)(.3). It shall also from time to time, upon such occasions as it 

deems appropriate, submit to the Task Force and the public, such additional recommendations regarding 

matters within the jurisdiction of the Task Force as it deems appropriate. 

(f) Within forty-five (45) days of the transmission to the Task Force of the regulations described in 

subsection (3)(d), or of any other recycling recommendation of the Committee, the Task Force shall 

formally adopt same, subject to such changes as it shall deem necessary to make. In the absence of 

formal action by the Task Force within the required time frame, the proposal of the Committee shall be 

deemed adopted. In the event the Task Force desires to modify any proposal of the Committee, it shall 

fully explain in writing the reasons for its decisions. The Advisory Committee may appeal any decision 

of the Task Force to modify its proposals to the Mayor within ten (10) days of receiving same, and the 

Mayor shall render a final decision on such appeal within thirty (30) days thereafter. In the absence of a 

written decision by the Mayor within the appropriate time period, the appeal of the Advisory Committee 

shall be deemed sustained. 
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(g) The chairperson of the Task Force shall be the Recycling Coordinator of the City of Philadelphia. 

The Recycling Coordinator shall be appointed by, and shall serve at the pleasure of, the Mayor, and shall 

report to and be supervised by, the Mayor or Deputy Mayor. The Mayor shall consult with the Advisory 

Committee prior to making this appointment. The duties of the Recycling Coordinator and of his or her 

staff shall be: 

(.1) to oversee, coordinate, and insure implementation of the recycling duties of all Task Force and other 

agencies with recycling functions; 

(.2) to perform such research and development activities as he or she may deem helpful to 

implementation of the City's recycling program; 

(.3) to evaluate in detail every three months, the effectiveness of the Task Force in achieving the 

recycling goals set forth in this Section, and to promptly transmit the report of his or her findings to the 

Council, the Mayor and the Advisory Committee; 

(.4) to undertake and complete as soon as reasonably possible a Waste Composition Study for the 

purpose of determining that portion of the City's waste stream that is recyclable given existing and 

reasonably foreseeable technologies and markets; provided, however, that no other requirement of 

Section 10-717 or any regulation issued by the Inter-Agency Task Force on Recycling, shall to any 

extent be deemed annulled, modified, deferred or otherwise affected by the performance of, or any 

delays in the performance of, the Study. Any consultants retained to perform this Study shall be 

approved by the Recycling Advisory Committee. 

(4) Enforcement. In addition to the penalties imposed under Section 10-719 of the Code for violations of 

this Section, the Streets Commissioner shall be authorized to refrain from collecting or disposing of, or 

authorizing the collection or disposal of, any refuse set at curbside or other pick-up location which is not 

separated as required by this Section, and as required by regulations of the Task Force. 

(5) Recycling Goals. 

(a) In implementing the obligations described above, and in its overall administration of the City's solid 

waste disposal program, the Task Force shall maintain as its highest priority, the accomplishment of the 

following goals: 

(.1) the recycling of at least twenty-five percent (25%) of the City's total solid waste stream within two 

(2) years of the date of final enactment of this Section; 

(.2) the recycling of at least thirty-five percent (35%) of the City's total solid waste stream within three 

(3) years of the date of final enactment of this Section; 

(.3) the recycling of at least fifty percent (50%) of the City's total solid waste stream within four (4) 

years of the date of final enactment of this Section. 

(b) The goals set forth above shall be reevaluated and may be modified by the Advisory Committee, 

subject to approval of the Task Force, upon consideration and review of the Waste Composition Study 

authorized in Section 10-717(3)(g)(.4). 

§ 10-717.1. Eligibility for Municipal Collection and Fees for Neighborhood Sanitation and 

Cleaning Services. 148  

(1) Residential dwellings of the following types shall be eligible for regular City refuse, recycling and 

bulk item collection: 
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(a) buildings with six or less occupied units; 

(b) condominium (as defined in 68 Pa. C.S. § 3103); and 

(c) cooperatives (as defined in 68 Pa. C.S. § 4103). 

(2) There is hereby imposed on all owners of residential or commercial properties eligible for City 

curbside waste collection an annual fee of three hundred dollars ($300) per property for neighborhood 

sanitation and cleaning services, including the collection of refuse, waste and recyclable materials and 

related cleaning services. Upon a determination by the Department that costs of neighborhood sanitation 

and cleaning services justify an increase in the fee, the Department may increase the fee, as appropriate, 

by regulation. 

Exemptions: The following are exempt or partially exempt from the fee: 148.1  

(a) Collection from single-family dwellings; 

(b) Collection from condominiums and cooperatives, as defined in subsection (1); 

(c) Collection from a property in connection with which the property owner demonstrates, to the 

satisfaction of the Department, that it has in place one or more private waste hauling contracts that 

provide for collection of the refuse, waste and recyclable materials generated at the property; 

(d) Collection from a duplex (two-family dwelling) in connection with which the property owner 

demonstrates, to the satisfaction of the Department, that the owner resides in one of the living units, 

provided that the exemption shall apply to fifty percent (50%) of the fee imposed pursuant to subsection 

(2). 148.2  

(3) The Department may establish regulations to implement this Section, including regulations 

establishing additional eligibility for curbside collection and regulations providing for interest and 

penalties for late payment and non-payment. 

(4) The provision of false information to the City in an effort to demonstrate private service shall (a) 

constitute a violation and subject the property owner to penalties as set forth in this Chapter; and (b) 

make the property owner liable for the annual fee. 

§ 10-718. Enforcement. 149  

(1) For the purposes of enforcing the provisions of this Chapter, notice of violation shall be issued by 

police officers, authorized inspectors within the Department of Licenses and Inspections, or any other 

person authorized to enforce ordinances. 

(2) Whenever a police officer or any other official authorized to enforce ordinances observes a violation 

of this Chapter, he shall hand to the violator or leave upon or affix to the premises where the violation 

occurred a printed notice of violation. Such notice shall bear the date, time and nature of the violation, 

when known, the identity of the violator, the address of the violator or the address where the violation 

occurred, the amount to be remitted in response to the notice of violation, the penalty which can be 

imposed by the court for the violation, and shall be signed by the person issuing the notice and shall bear 

the police officer's badge number or other official identification number identifying the person issuing 

the violation notice. 

(3) Any person who receives a notice of violation, except a notice of violation of § 10-702, § 10-703(2), 

§ 10-710, § 10-711, § 10-722, § 10-723, § 10-723.1, § 10-723.2 or § 10-717.1 may, within ten (10) days, 

pay the amount of fifty (50) dollars, admit the violation and waive appearance before a Municipal Court 
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Judge. Any person who receives a notice of violation of § 10-702 or § 10-703(2) may, within ten (10) 

days pay the amount of one hundred fifty (150) dollars, admit the violation and waive appearance before 

a Municipal Court Judge. Any person who receives a notice of violation of § 10-711, § 10-723, § 10-

723.1, or § 10-723.2 may, within ten (10) days, pay the amount of one hundred (100) dollars, admit the 

violation and waive appearance before a Municipal Court Judge. Any person who receives a notice of 

violation of § 10-722 may, within ten (10) days, pay the amount of one hundred fifty dollars ($150), 

admit the violation and waive appearance before a Municipal Court Judge. The notice of violation shall 

contain an appropriate statement for signature by the violator for the purpose of admitting the violation 

and waiving a hearing, and shall be returned by the violator when he remits the stipulated payment. No 

such stipulated payment shall be permitted in the case of a person who receives a notice of violation of § 

10-710. 150 
 

(4) If a person who receives a notice of violation fails to make the prescribed payment within ten (10) 

days of the issuance of the notice of violation, and, in the case of the issuance of a notice of violation of 

§ 10-710, a code enforcement complaint shall be issued for such violation in such manner as provided 

by law. If the person named in the code enforcement complaint is found to have violated any provision 

of this Chapter or fails to appear on the date set for hearing, he shall be subject to the imposition of 

penalties as set forth in § 10-719, plus court costs. 151 
 

(5) Whenever a police officer has probable cause to believe a vehicle was or is being used to violate 

subsection 10-710(2), the officer may seize the vehicle. 152 
 

§ 10-719. Penalties. 153  

(1) The penalty for violation of any provision of this Chapter, except § 10-702, § 10-703(2), § 10-710, § 

10-711, § 10-722, § 10-723, § 10-723.1, § 10-723.2 or § 10-717.1 shall be a minimum fine of one 

hundred (100) dollars and no more than three hundred (300) dollars for each violation. 154 
 

(2) The penalty for violation of § 10-710(1) of this Chapter shall be a fine of three hundred (300) dollars 

or such equitable remedy as the Court may deem proper, including, without limitation, an order to clean 

up unlawful dump sites, or both. 

(3) The penalty for violation of § 10-702, § 10-703(2), § 10-711, § 10-723, § 10-723.1 or § 10-723.2 of 

this Chapter shall be a fine of three hundred (300) dollars. The penalty for a violation of § 10-717.1 of 

this Chapter shall be a fine of five hundred (500) dollars. 155 
 

(4) The penalty for violation of Section 10-710(2) shall be: 

(a) a fine of up to five thousand (5,000) dollars; 

(b) the forfeiture of any property, including any vehicle, used to violate Section 10-710(2), regardless of 

the value of that property, pursuant to the procedures set forth in 42 Pa. C.S. § 6802, with the City and 

the City Solicitor substituted for the Commonwealth, the Attorney General and District Attorney, as 

appropriate; and 

(c) such equitable remedy as the court may deem proper, including, without limitation, an order to clean 

up the location at which the violator dumped trash, garbage or debris or to clean up other sites where 

short dumping has occurred or to pay the costs of cleanup. 156  

(4.1) The Department of Licenses and Inspections may revoke the commercial activity license of any 

person, for a period not to exceed one year, for a violation of Section 10-710(2). In making a 

determination regarding whether and for how long to revoke, the Department shall consider the 

recommendation of the enforcing agency, the willfulness of the violation and any past violations. 157  
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(5) Upon imposition of a fine or penalty against any person for violation of Section 10-710(2), the Police 

Department shall notify the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, in accordance with the 

provisions of Act 227 of 2004, for appropriate sanctions thereunder. 

(6) The penalty for a violation of § 10-722 shall be a fine of at least three hundred dollars ($300) and no 

more than one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500) for each violation. A violation shall subject the 

violator to such equitable remedy as the Court may deem proper, including, without limitation, an order 

to remove or clean a dumpster. 

(7) The City may seize any dumpster located in the public right-of-way that is not validly licensed under 

§ 10-722. If the owner of such dumpster can be identified and appropriate contact information is readily 

available, 24 hours notice of intent to seize the dumpster shall be provided before seizure. Such 

dumpster shall be returned to the owner upon payment of: (i) the costs incurred by the City in seizing, 

transporting and storing such dumpster; and (ii) payment of a fine of one thousand five hundred dollars 

($1,500), provided that the owner shall be entitled to recovery of the dumpster pursuant to the 

procedures set forth in Code Section 12-2406. 

(8) Upon certification by the Department of Streets of adoption of an electronically-based notification 

system for immediate notification of the City's determination of violations, notices of violation of 

Section 10-722 served upon those who have provided an electronic address for notification purposes 

shall be served by such electronic means. 

(9) Each day a violation continues or is permitted to continue shall constitute a separate offense for 

which a separate penalty may be imposed. 

(10) Any fine or costs imposed by the court shall be entered as a judgment against the violator. 

(11) Any fine or other sanction imposed by the Court shall be paid or satisfied within ten (10) days of its 

imposition. If the fine or sanction together with any court cost is not paid or satisfied within such period, 

the violator shall be subject to proceedings for contempt of court and/or collection of the fine as 

provided for by law. 158  

§ 10-720. Snow Removal from Sidewalks. 159  

(1) The owner, agent and tenants of any building or premises shall clear a path of not less than 36 inches 

in width on all sidewalks abutting the building or premises within 6 hours after the snow has ceased to 

fall. The path shall be thoroughly cleared of snow and ice. Where the width of any pavement measured 

from the property line to the curb is less than 3 feet, the path cleared may be only 12 inches in width. 

When the building in question is a multifamily dwelling the owner or his agent shall be responsible for 

compliance with the requirements of this Section. 160  

(2) Snow or ice removed from sidewalks, driveways, or other areas shall not be placed or piled in the 

street. 

(3) Any person who violates this Section shall be subject to the provisions and penalties set forth in § 

10-718 and § 10-719. 

§ 10-721. Signs. 161  

(1) The City may, upon request or where it deems necessary, post signs indicating that dumping and/or 

littering is prohibited and the minimum fine which can be imposed as a penalty for violation of any 

provision of this Chapter. 
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(2) The signs shall be of sufficient size such that the information printed thereon is clearly visible from a 

distance of at least 25 feet. 

§ 10-722. Use of Dumpsters. 162  

(1) Definitions. In this Section, the following definitions shall apply: 

(a) Construction dumpster. As defined under Section 11-610. 

(b) Department. The Department of Licenses and Inspections. 

(c) Dumpster. 162.1 Any container for refuse or recyclable materials, whether located on private property 

or in the public right-of-way, that is serviced by a Provider and designed for repeated reuse. Does not 

include a container serviced by the City of Philadelphia or a construction dumpster. 

(.1) Dumpster on Private Property. A dumpster stored indoors or outdoors on private property that may 

cross the public right-of-way for pick-up but may not be stored there for pick-up or any other purpose 

for any period of time. 

(.2) Dumpster in the Public Right-of-Way. A dumpster placed or stored in the public right-of-way. 

(d) Licensee. A person licensed under this Section to make use of a dumpster to store refuse or 

recyclable materials generated at property under his or her control. 

(e) Provider. A business that services a dumpster. 

(2) License and Medallion Requirement; Prohibited Locations. 162.2  

(a) No person shall make use of any dumpster to store refuse or recyclable materials unless such 

dumpster is licensed under this Section. 

(b) No person shall place a dumpster in service at any location unless there is a validly issued medallion 

affixed to the dumpster. 

(c) No dumpster shall be placed in a location other than as authorized by the license for such dumpster. 

(d) No license shall be issued for a dumpster in the public right-of-way at any of the following locations: 

(i) Within a CA-2, Auto-Oriented Commercial District, as defined in § 14-402(1)(c)(.7). 

(ii) At any location the Streets Department determines will unduly interfere with the public right-of-way. 

(3) License Applications; Medallions. 162.3  

(a) Application for a dumpster license shall be made by a person who proposes to make use of a 

dumpster to store refuse or recyclable materials. Application shall be made on a form provided by the 

Department, which application shall include: 

(i) The name and address of the applicant, and the name and address of the business that will be making 

use of the dumpster, if different from the applicant; 

(ii) The proposed location of the dumpster; 

(iii) The name and address of a business licensed under § 9-604 that will be servicing the dumpster; 
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(iv) If the application is for a license for a dumpster that is to be placed in the public right-of-way, 

documentation of what alternative methods of refuse storage were considered prior to the applicant 

seeking the license; 

(v) Identification of whether the dumpster is to be used to store refuse or recyclable materials; and 

(vi) Such other information as the Department may require. 

(b) The Department shall issue the license if all requirements of this Section are met, and, if the 

application is for a dumpster in the public right-of-way, the Streets Department advises the Department 

that it approves of the proposed location of the dumpster. 

(c) The Department, upon issuing the license, shall also issue to the licensee (or, if the licensee requests, 

and the provider agrees, to the provider) a medallion that uses UHF radio frequency technology, or such 

other technology approved by the Department by regulation, to electronically transmit: (1) the license 

number; (2) the name and telephone number of the licensee; (3) the name and telephone number of the 

provider; (4) the approved location of the dumpster; and (5) such other information as the Department 

requires. 

(d) License and Medallion Fees. 

(i) For a dumpster on private property not placed in the public right-of-way, there shall be a one time 

license fee in the amount of (i) eighty dollars ($80) for a dumpster with a capacity less than one (1) 

cubic yard; and (ii) one hundred fifty dollars ($150) for a dumpster with a capacity of one (1) cubic yard 

or greater; provided that the fee for a dumpster for which a provider has agreed to provide recycling 

service, rather than regular refuse disposal service, and which is used for such purpose, shall be 50% of 

the regular dumpster fee. 

(ii) For a dumpster in the public right-of-way, the annual license fee shall be: two hundred dollars ($200) 

for a dumpster with a capacity of less than one (1) cubic yard; and five hundred dollars ($500) for a 

dumpster with a capacity of one (1) cubic yard or greater; provided that the fee for a dumpster for which 

a provider has agreed to provide recycling service, rather than regular refuse disposal service, and which 

is used for such purpose, shall be 50% of the regular dumpster fee. 

(iii) Medallions issued to replace a lost medallion or a medallion that has ceased to function shall be 

issued at a fee, as determined by the Department by regulation, necessary to compensate the Department 

for the cost of producing and issuing the replacement medallion. 

(e) Licensees shall be ineligible for renewal of a dumpster license, and shall be subject to license 

revocation, if such licensee has been ordered to pay a fine or fines in an amount of $300 or more and 

such fine remains unpaid more than 10 days after all appeals from such order have been exhausted. 

(4) Duties of Licensees. 

(a) Any dumpster on private property that is located outdoors shall be enclosed according to regulations 

issued pursuant to Title 4, Subcode B, Section B-421 of this Code. 162.4  

(b) Licensees generating grindable garbage shall equip their premises with garbage disposal units which 

shall be used to dispose of all grindable garbage not collected for composting or for farm livestock feed. 
162.5  

(c) Licensees shall place all non-grindable garbage in bags designed to hold garbage without leaking or 

in other sealable containers designed to hold garbage before placing it in a dumpster. 
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(d) Licensees shall arrange to have a dumpster emptied at least once every week unless it contains non- 

grindable garbage, in which case the dumpster shall be emptied at least every three (3) days or more 

often if required by the Department or by order of the Health, Fire, Police, or Streets Departments. 

(e) Licensees shall keep dumpster lids tightly secured except when in use, and shall keep the area around 

the dumpster clean and free of any refuse, non-grindable garbage, spillage or overflow. 

(f) Nothing in this Section shall be deemed to prohibit an arrangement for collection of garbage for 

composting or for use as farm livestock feed, provided that such collections are conducted a minimum 

of twice per week, such garbage is kept in tightly closed and secured containers, and the area around 

such containers is kept clean and free of any overflowing refuse, garbage, or spillage. 

(g) Licensees shall use dumpsters in compliance with all applicable provisions of § 10-724 

("Commercial Sector Waste Management and Recycling") and all other laws relating to recycling. No 

licensee shall place, or allow to be placed, any refuse in a dumpster licensed as a recycling dumpster 

other than materials designated by the provider as recyclable. 

(h) No dumpster shall be used if a medallion is not properly affixed or if the licensee knows that the 

medallion is not operational. The licensee shall obtain a replacement medallion for a non-working 

medallion, which shall be affixed to the dumpster, before the dumpster is put back into use. 

(5) Duties of Providers. 

(a) A provider may only service a dumpster or place a dumpster in service if the dumpster is (i) licensed 

and (ii) has a validly issued medallion affixed to it; 

(b) After servicing a dumpster, the provider shall see to it that: 

(i) The lid is left securely closed; 

(ii) The drainage hole, if any, is left securely plugged; and 

(iii) The medallion remains affixed to the dumpster. 

(c) No provider shall service a dumpster licensed for storage of recyclable materials that is used to store 

non-recyclable refuse. 

(6) Joint Duties of Licensees and Providers. A licensee and a provider shall each be responsible for the 

following: 

(a) All dumpsters shall: 

(i) be kept in good repair, free of offensive odors, and clean; 

(ii) be constructed of fire resistive metal, except that a dumpster with a capacity of less than one-half 

cubic yard may be constructed of plastic if it complies with any and all specifications adopted by the 

Department by regulation, and except that the lid of any dumpster may be plastic; 

(iii) have a lid which is securely attached to the body of the dumpster and that when closed forms a 

secure seal; 

(iv) have no holes in the bottom except for a drainage hole, which shall be equipped with a secure plug; 

(v) if painted, have paint that is kept in good condition; and 
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(vi) be kept free of graffiti, provided that the enforcement provisions of Section PM-311 of Title 4 shall 

apply. 

(b) All dumpsters shall be cleaned and sanitized at least once every six (6) months, or more often if 

either the Department or the Public Health, Fire, Police, or Streets Department orders, at a location 

approved by the Streets Department. 162.6  

(c) For a dumpster in the public right-of-way, a bond or other specified security shall be posted in such 

type and amount as may be required by regulation of the Streets Department to ensure compliance with 

the requirements of this Section. 162.7  

(d) No dumpster shall be serviced between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. 

(i) In addition to the prohibited hours set forth in subsection (d), no licensee shall permit a dumpster on 

City avenue, from Forty-seventh street to Belmont avenue, east side, to be serviced between 8:00 p.m. 

and 9:00 p.m. or between 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. without the prior written permission of the 

Department of Streets, which shall grant such permission only if there is strong evidence that traffic or 

other right-of-way considerations require collection during those prohibited hours. 

(e) The absence of a medallion on a dumpster, or significant damage to a medallion suggesting the 

medallion is inoperable, shall be reported to the Department of Streets. 

(7) Enforcement. 

(a) Any person who violates any provision of this Section shall be subject to the enforcement measures, 

fines and forfeitures specified in §§ 10-718 and 10-719. 

(b) The Department of Streets is authorized to adopt regulations concerning enforcement of the joint 

duties set forth in subsection (6). 

(8) Limits on Private Refuse Collection Using Bags. 

(a) The Department of Streets may by regulation establish limits on the private collection of refuse and 

recycling materials by the set out of bags not placed in a dumpster. 

§ 10-723. Distribution of Commercial and Non-Commercial Handbills on Sidewalks, Streets, 

and Private Property. 163  

(1) Legislative Findings. The Council of the City of Philadelphia finds: 

(a) The distribution of commercial handbills and non-commercial handbills in the City of Philadelphia 

causes the streets, sidewalks and private property to be littered and unsightly, and causes sewer mains 

and culverts to become clogged and unsanitary, thereby creating an unsanitary condition which is 

detrimental to the good health of the community; and 

(b) A large part of the commercial handbills and non-commercial handbills distributed are immediately 

thrown upon the streets and sidewalks, thereby rendering them unsafe to the traveling public and causing 

a public nuisance; and 

(c) Commercial handbills account for a substantial portion of the City's litter and Distributors should 

share the responsibility of keeping the City clean; and 

(d) Enforcement personnel are often confronted with nuisance causing or unlawfully disposed 

commercial handbills on streets, property and landscapes, but have no means for identifying the 

Distributor thereof; and 
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(e) A registration and license requirement for Distributors of commercial handbills would ensure proper 

enforcement of Sections 10-723, 10-723.1, 10-723.2 of the Code by providing the City with an address 

at which notice of any violation of the Chapter could be served, without infringing upon the Distributor's 

freedom of expression, as well as by providing a means for identifying violating Distributors. 

(2) No distributor, distribution business or person shall distribute commercial handbills on any sidewalk 

or other public place, or by means of door-to-door distribution, unless a valid license is obtained from 

the Department of Licenses and Inspections. Notwithstanding the foregoing, if a distribution business or 

a distributor has obtained a valid license, then neither a person distributing commercial handbills on 

behalf of such distribution business or distributor, nor a distributor on whose behalf such a distribution 

business is distributing commercial handbills, need obtain a license. 

(a) The Department of Licenses and Inspections shall immediately grant a Commercial Handbill 

Distributor's License upon the registration by the distributor or person engaged in the business of 

distributing commercial handbills, of its name, daytime phone number, business address and the 

payment of a thirty (30) dollar registration fee. 

(b) It shall be the responsibility of the person to whom a valid Commercial Handbill Distributor's 

License is issued to report within five (5) working days any changes in the information provided to the 

Department when the license was originally issued. 

(c) The Department of Licenses and Inspections may immediately revoke any issued Commercial 

Handbill Distributor's License only if the distributor to whom the license was granted commits or fails to 

take appropriate action to prevent a violation of any provision of this Chapter, including, but not limited 

to, Sections 10-723.1 and 10-723.2. 

(d) The Department of Licenses and Inspections may assess a penalty, as provided in Sections 10-718 

and 10-719, upon any Distributor, Distribution Business or other person who commits or fails to take 

appropriate action to prevent a violation of any provision of this Chapter, including, but not limited to, 

Sections 10-723.1 and 10-723.2. 

(e) Each license shall be valid for a twelve (12) month period. 

(f) Any license revocation shall be automatically stayed if a hearing before a Municipal Court Judge is 

requested. The stay shall remain in effect pending the disposition of the hearing. The accused shall have 

the right to be notified of the accusation. The defendant shall not have a right to a jury trial on the 

matter. 

§ 10-723.1. Required Conduct. 164  

(1) Every distributor, distribution business, or person who distributes or causes to be distributed 

commercial or non-commercial handbills upon any public place within the City, shall, at the end of the 

daily distribution, clear or cause to be cleared any discarded handbills within a one hundred foot radius 

of the location where the handbills were distributed. All discarded handbills shall be lawfully disposed. 

This subsection does not apply to door-to-door distribution. 

(2) Any person distributing commercial handbills within the City shall, upon demand by any person 

authorized with the enforcement of this Chapter, as prescribed by Section 10-718, state or otherwise 

identify the Distributor for whom distribution is being made. 

§ 10-723.2. Prohibited Conduct. 165  

(1) No person applying for a Commercial Distributor's Handbill License shall: 
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(a) Knowingly provide false or misleading information on the commercial handbill distribution 

registration or any subsequent changes submitted thereto; or 

(b) Violate any City or Commonwealth law, rule or regulation related to forgery, fraudulent practices or 

misrepresentation. 

(2) No Distributor, Distribution Business or other person shall: 

(a) Throw, scatter or cast any commercial handbill or non-commercial handbill in or upon any public 

place within the City, provided, however, that it shall not be unlawful to hand out or distribute any 

commercial or non-commercial handbill in any public place to any person willing to accept such 

handbill; 

(b) Place any commercial handbill or non-commercial handbill in or upon private property except by 

handing or transmitting any such handbill directly to the occupant or depositing any such handbill on the 

premises in such a manner as to prevent it from being scattered by the elements. The Department of 

Licenses and Inspections shall issue interpretive regulations to aid in the enforcement of this subsection 

and shall not enforce this subsection 10-723.2(2)(b) until those regulations are in effect; 

(c) Place or permit a commercial or non-commercial handbill to be placed on a motor-vehicle 

windshield; or 

(d) Place or permit any commercial or non-commercial handbill to be placed on private properties where 

the owner has notified the Department of Licenses and Inspections that they do not wish to receive such 

material or which are conspicuously posted against receiving such handbills. For purposes of this 

provision, conspicuous shall mean visible from the sidewalk. 

§ 10-724. Commercial Sector Waste Management and Recycling. 166  

(1) Definitions. In this Section, the following definitions apply: 

(a) Municipal Waste. Any garbage, refuse, industrial lunchroom or office waste and other material, 

including solid, liquid, semisolid or contained gaseous material, resulting from operation of residential, 

municipal, commercial or institutional establishments and from community activities and any sludge not 

meeting the definition of residual or hazardous waste in the Pennsylvania Solid Waste Management Act 

from a municipal, commercial or institutional water supply treatment plant, wastewater treatment plant 

or air pollution control facility. The term does not include source separated recyclable materials. 

(b) Compostible Material. Any Municipal and/or Residual Waste, organic in nature, that can be 

composed without interfering with the composting process and that will not prevent the use of the 

finished compost as a soil additive. Compostible Material includes Garbage and Yard Waste and can 

include paper. 

(c) Operator. A person, including any individual, partnership, corporation, association, institution, 

cooperative enterprise, or governmental agency, who or which arranges for the collection and/or 

disposal of Municipal Waste, Residual Waste or Postconsumer Material generated at any Regulated 

Premises. 

(d) Postconsumer Material. Any product generated by a business or consumer which has served its 

intended end use and which has been separated or diverted from solid waste for the purposes of 

collection, recycling and disposition. The term includes industrial by-products that would otherwise go 

to disposal or processing facilities. The term does not include internally generated scrap that is 

commonly returned to industrial or manufacturing processes. 
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(e) Recycling. The collection, separation, recovery and sale or reuse of metals, glass, paper, leaf waste, 

plastics and other materials which would otherwise be disposed or processed as municipal waste or the 

mechanized separation and treatment of municipal waste (other than through combustion) and creation 

and recovery of reusable materials other than a fuel for the operation of energy. 

(f) Regulated Premises. Each premises located in the City of Philadelphia which generates Municipal 

Waste, Residual Waste, Postconsumer Material, Compostible Material or Construction/ Demolition 

Material that does not receive collection services by the Department of Streets of the City of 

Philadelphia or receives privately contracted waste disposal service for at least a part of its municipal 

solid waste stream; provided that, in any multi- tenant or condominium building or complex of buildings 

in which the building manager, owner, condominium association or other management entity arranges 

for collective removal of such Municipal Waste, Residual Waste and/or Postconsumer Material, the 

building or complex of buildings as a whole, and not individual units thereof, shall be considered a 

single Regulated Premises. 

(g) Residual Waste. Any garbage, refuse, other discarded material or other waste, including solid, liquid, 

semisolid or contained gaseous materials resulting from industrial, mining and agricultural operations 

and any sludge from an industrial, mining or agricultural water supply treatment facility, waste water 

treatment facility or air pollution control facility, provided that it is not hazardous. 

(h) Source-separated Recyclable Materials. Materials that are separated from municipal waste at the 

point of origin for the purpose of recycling. 

(2) Regulated Premises Planning and Reporting Requirements. The Operator of each Regulated 

Premises shall prepare a Recycling Plan with respect to such Regulated premises briefly enumerating the 

means which will be used to meet the recycling objectives established at Section 10-717. Such 

Recycling Plan shall contain the following information: 

(.1) The amounts of Municipal and/or Residual Waste generated at such Regulated Premises, estimated 

in tons per year. 

(.2) Certification of compliance with all applicable regulations adopted pursuant to Section 10-717. 

(.3) Description of which Postconsumer Materials will be targeted for separation from the Municipal 

and/or Residual Waste generated at such Regulated Premises. 

(.4) Description of how Postconsumer Materials will be separated from Municipal and/or Residual 

Waste. 

(.5) Indication of whether the separated recyclables are to be collected as Source-separated Recyclable 

Material; or whether an exemption will be sought from source-separation requirements. 

(.6) Designation of each garbage collector, private waste hauler, recyclable material collector and 

postconsumer material broker with which the Operator arranges for removal of garbage, waste, or 

recyclable material from such Regulated Premises. 

(.7) Indication of whether such Operator agrees to a release permitting the City to use recycling credits 

attributable to such Regulated Premises in the City's application to the Commonwealth for Performance 

Grants. 

(3) The Recycling Plan referred to above shall be sent to the City of Philadelphia Recycling Office, 

maintained on file at the Regulated Premises and shall be initially distributed, and distributed at the time 

of any amendment, by the Operator to residents of and persons employed at the Regulated Premises. 
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(4) The Recycling Plan shall be amended by the Operator of such Regulated Premises within thirty (30) 

days of any change in practices described therein, and the amended plan shall be sent to the City of 

Philadelphia Recycling Office and shall be posted in a public area and available for inspection at the 

premises and distributed to residents and/or employees. 

(5) The provisions of this Section may be enforced through the use of notices of violation in accordance 

with the procedures provided in Section 10-718. 

(6) Penalties. 

(a) The penalty for violation of any provision of this Section or of any regulation promulgated 

thereunder shall be provided in accordance with Section 10-719, or such equitable remedy as the Court 

may deem proper. 

§ 10-725. Adopt-a-Block Programs. 167  

(1) An entity providing funding for the private cleaning of sidewalks under a written agreement covering 

one or more City blocks may erect and maintain, during the term of the agreement, signs on each block 

covered by the agreement indicating that the entity has adopted the block for sidewalk cleaning, 

provided: 

(a) A copy of the agreement is filed with the Streets Department, and the Streets Department finds, after 

any necessary consultation with the Law Department, that the agreement provides for adequate cleaning 

services on the blocks covered by such agreement; 

(b) The size, number, location, design and construction of the signs are approved by the Streets 

Department, which may reserve the right to direct the entity to remove any signs in the future if 

necessary to accommodate public safety; and 

(c) The signs are erected and maintained by such entity at no cost to the City. 

(2) The Streets Department shall promulgate any regulations necessary to carry out the provisions of this 

Section. 

§ 10-726. Disposal of Curbside Refuse, Rubbish, Garbage and Recyclable Materials. 168  

(1) Regulations. The Department of Streets may promulgate regulations for the proper disposal of 

refuse, rubbish, garbage and recyclable materials, set out at curbside or other pick-up locations for 

collection by the City or any other collector. This Section is not intended to apply to disposal or 

collection regulated under Section 10-710 (Dumping of Debris and Short Dumping), 10-722 (Use of 

Dumpsters) or 10-724 (Commercial Sector Waste Management and Recycling). 

(a) Notwithstanding any regulations to the contrary, refuse, rubbish, garbage and recyclable materials, 

set out for daytime City collection, shall be placed on the sidewalk adjacent to the curb at the front of the 

premises, as follows: 168.1  

(.1) From October 1st through March 31st, before 7:00 AM on the day of collection, but not before 5:00 

PM on the previous day. 

(.2) From April 1st through September 30th, before 7:00 AM on the day of collection, but not before 

7:00 PM on the previous day. 

(2) Enforcement. Enforcement of this Section shall be pursuant to Section 10-718, except as follows: 
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(a) All notices of violation shall bear, in addition to the requirements of Section 10-718(2), a statement 

indicating whether evidence containing the address of the property in violation was found among the 

refuse, rubbish, garbage or recyclable materials. 

(b) Proof of Violation. In determining whether a violation has occurred, the following factors shall be 

considered in any judicial enforcement proceeding conducted pursuant to Section 10-718 and in any 

review process conducted prior thereto by the Office of Administrative Review or any other City 

agency: 

(i) The manner in which the refuse, rubbish, garbage or recyclable materials were set out for collection 

and whether they were in appropriate containers or bags; 

(ii) Whether the refuse, rubbish, garbage or recyclable materials were sitting at the curbside or other pick 

up location for the property that received the notice of violation; 

(iii) Whether a writing or other evidence, containing the address of the property in receipt of the notice 

of violation, was found among the refuse, rubbish, garbage or recyclable materials and whether such 

evidence or a photograph thereof was submitted; 

(iv) The timeliness of the issuance of any notice of violation; and 

(v) Such other evidence as appropriate. 

Notes 

133 

Source: 1864 Ordinances, p. 357, §§ 2, 6, 17, 25, 27, 40, 41, 42, 43; 1864 Ordinances, p. 357; 1866 Ordinances, p. 

325, as amended; 1882 Ordinances, pp. 40 and 63; 1873 Ordinances, p. 513; 1879 Ordinances, p. 356; 1899 
Ordinances, p. 61; 1950 Ordinances, p. 966; amended, 1960 Ordinances, p. 463. 

134 

Added, and subsequent Sections renumbered, Bill No. 010659 (approved September 12, 2002). Enrolled bill 
numbered definition as subsection (2); renumbered to (3) and subsequent definitions renumbered by the Code 
editor. 

135 

Amended, 1993 Ordinances, p. 1104. 

136 

Added and subsections renumbered, 1993 Ordinances, p. 1104. 

137 

Amended and renumbered, 1993 Ordinances, p. 1104. 

138 

Amended and renumbered, 1993 Ordinances, p. 1104. 

139 

Added, 1961 Ordinances, p. 1353 (previous subsection 10-701(14)). 

140 

Added, 1974 Ordinances, p. 849. 

141 

Added, 1983 Ordinances, p. 504. 

142 

Added, Bill No. 080523 (approved July 2, 2008). 

143 

Added, 1983 Ordinances, p. 504; amended, Bill No. 960850-A (approved May 20, 1997). 

144 

Added, 1974 Ordinances, p. 849; amended, 1981 Ordinances, p. 367; amended, Bill No. 041070 (approved May 4, 
2005). 
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145 

Added, Bill No. 070683 (approved November 29, 2007). 

146 

Added, 1983 Ordinances, p. 504. 

147 

Former Section repealed and new Section added, 1987 Ordinances, p. 683. 

148 

Added, Bill No. 010659 (approved September 12, 2002). Section 2 of Bill No. 010659 provides: "This Ordinance shall 
take effect after the promulgation of regulations by the Streets Department, but no later than sixty (60) days from the 
date of enactment or the beginning of the 2003 Fiscal Year, whichever is earlier." Amended, Bill No. 090780 
(approved December 16, 2009), effective January 1, 2010; amended, Bill No. 100131 (approved June 1, 2010), 
effective July 1, 2010. 

148.1 

Amended, Bill No. 130635-A (approved November 13, 2013), effective January 1, 2015. 

148.2 

Added, Bill No. 130635-A (approved November 13, 2013), effective January 1, 2015. 

149 

Amended, 1981 Ordinances, p. 367; amended, 1993 Ordinances, p. 1014. 

150 

Amended, 1983 Ordinances, p. 1129; amended, 1993 Ordinances, p. 1104; amended, Bill No. 041070 (approved 
May 4, 2005); amended, Bill No. 080523 (approved July 2, 2008); amended, Bill No. 090215 (approved May 27, 
2009); amended, Bill No. 090221 (approved May 27, 2009); amended, Bill No. 090123-AAA (approved October 21, 
2009), effective July 1, 2010; amended, Bill No. 090780 (approved December 16, 2009), effective January 1, 2010. 

151 

Amended, 1983 Ordinances, p. 1129; amended, Bill No. 041070 (approved May 4, 2005). 

152 

Added, Bill No. 041070 (approved May 4, 2005). 

153 

Amended, 1981 Ordinances, p. 367; amended, Bill No. 041070 (approved May 4, 2005); subsections (6), (7) and (8) 
added and subsequent subsections renumbered by Bill No. 090123-AAA (approved October 21, 2009), effective July 
1, 2010. 

154 

Amended, 1983 Ordinances, p. 1129; amended, 1993 Ordinances, p. 1014; amended, Bill No. 080523 (approved 
July 2, 2008); amended, Bill No. 090221 (approved May 27, 2009); amended, Bill No. 090123-AAA (approved 
October 21, 2009), effective July 1, 2010; amended, Bill No. 090780 (approved December 16, 2009), effective 
January 1, 2010. 

155 

Amended, Bill No. 080523 (approved July 2, 2008); amended, Bill No. 090221 (approved May 27, 2009); amended, 
Bill No. 090780 (approved December 16, 2009), effective January 1, 2010. 

156 

Amended, Bill No. 090670 (approved November 4, 2009). 

157 

Added, Bill No. 090670 (approved November 4, 2009); amended, Bill No. 110758 (approved December 21, 2011), 
effective May 1, 2012. 

158 

Amended, 1983 Ordinances, p. 1129. 

159 

Added, 1961 Ordinances, p. 1353; amended, 1981 Ordinances, p. 367. 

160 

Amended, Bill No. 100752 (approved January 5, 2011). 

161 

Added, 1981 Ordinances, p. 367. 

162 

Added, 1989 Ordinances, p. 810; repealed and replaced by Bill No. 090123-AAA (approved October 21, 2009). 

162.1 

Amended, Bill No. 130016 (approved September 6, 2013). 
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162.2 

Amended, Bill No. 120774-A (approved January 14, 2013); amended, Bill No. 130016 (approved September 6, 
2013). 

162.3 

Amended, Bill No. 130016 (approved September 6, 2013). 

162.4 

Amended, Bill No. 130016 (approved September 6, 2013). 

162.5 

Amended, Bill No. 130016 (approved September 6, 2013). 

162.6 

Amended, Bill No. 130016 (approved September 6, 2013). 

162.7 

Amended, Bill No. 130016 (approved September 6, 2013). 

163 

Added, 1993 Ordinances, p. 1104. 

164 

Added, 1993 Ordinances, p. 1104. 

165 

Added, 1993 Ordinances, p. 1104. 

166 

Added, 1994 Ordinances, p. 706. 

167 

Added, Bill No. 030784 (approved December 31, 2003). 

168 

Added, Bill No. 090221 (approved May 27, 2009). Section 2 of Bill No. 090221 provides that the ordinance shall be 
effective upon adoption of implementing regulations. Repealed, Bill No. 090780 (approved December 16, 2009), 
effective January 1, 2010. Added, Bill No. 110366-A (approved August 9, 2011). 

168.1 

Added, Bill No. 120099 (approved October 23, 2013). 
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Philadelphia Department of Streets 
 

Regulations Governing Municipal And Private Collection Of Refuse 
 
 
Section 1. DEFINITIONS 
 

 Note:  Defined words used in these Regulations are set forth in Boldface type. 
 

1.  Invoice. An invoice, issued by the City, for the provision of collection service and related 
cleaning services for an identified six-month billing period.  

 
2.  Bulk Items. Any large household item containing significant amounts of metal, such as 

an appliance or furniture, that would not fit into a 32 gallon trash receptacle, whether as a whole 
or as parts or pieces, and any items containing refrigerant, such as refrigerators and air 
conditioners. 

 
3. Center City. This area includes the part of the City bounded on the East by the Delaware 

River, on the West by the Schuylkill River, on the North by Spring Garden Street (inclusive) and 
on the South by South Street (inclusive). 
 

4. Collectible Rubbish. Solid wastes, including but not limited to, both putrescible and 
non-putrescible substances, and both combustible and non-combustible materials. Collectible 
Rubbish shall exclude Recyclable Materials, Yard Waste, Bulk Items and those materials and 
substances not collected by the City as identified in Section 2 or collected pursuant to special 
collection rules as set forth in Section 5. 

 
5. Construction Material. Any waste materials from construction, demolition or 

remodeling, including but not limited to, stones, bricks, rocks, concrete, gravel, earth, wood, 
metal, ceramics, drywall, and cinder or concrete block. 

 
6. Household Hazardous Waste. Products or materials, such as paints, cleaners, oils, 

batteries, and pesticides, that contain corrosive, toxic, ignitable, reactive or other potentially 
hazardous ingredients. 

 
7. Premises. Any building or other structure. 
 
8. Private Business Litter Receptacle. A rigid plastic or metal receptacle with a minimum 

size of 20 gallons placed by a private commercial business owner or manager at or near his/her 
business location for the reception of litter generated at such business.  

 
9. Private Premises. Any Premises or parking lot designed or used either wholly or in part 

for private residential, industrial or commercial purposes, whether inhabited or temporarily or 

 



 

2 

continuously uninhabited or vacant, including any yard, grounds, walk, driveway, porch, steps, 
vestibule or mailbox belonging or appurtenant to such Premises. 

 
10.  Public Receptacle. A receptacle placed by the City at various locations for the reception 

of litter. 
 
11.  Recyclable Materials. The following: 

 
A. Mixed Residential Paper. All paper products other than hardcover books, including, 

but not limited to, newspaper, corrugated cardboard, paper, computer paper, high 
grade paper, catalogs, magazines, soft cover books, telephone books, mail and light 
weight cardboard boxes (i.e., cereal boxes, shoe boxes, etc.).  

 
B. Recyclable Glass. Any glass food or beverage container. 
 
C. Recyclable Metal. Any aluminum, steel, bi-metal food or beverage container, or 

empty paint or aerosol cans. 
 
D.  Recyclable Plastic. All plastic jugs, cups, trays, plates, and packages marked #1 

through #7. 
 
E. Commingled Recyclables. Recyclable Glass, Recyclable Metal, and Recyclable 

Plastic.  
 
F. Any other item that the Street Commissioner may designate as eligible for collection 

by the City for recycling. 
 

12.  Refuse. Includes Bulk Items, Construction Material, putrescible substances, 
Recyclable Materials, Collectible Rubbish, Yard Waste and all other waste materials. 

 
13.  Yard Waste. Leaves, tree and brush cuttings, and similar material. Yard Waste 

excludes grass trimmings/clippings. 
 
 

Section 2. SEPARATION OF REFUSE 
 

Certain Refuse is not collected by the Streets Department and is listed in Section 2.4 
below. Materials which are collected by the Streets Department shall be separated for curbside 
collection or drop off as follows. 
 

1.  Curbside Collection. 
 

A. Collectible Rubbish and Yard Waste are eligible for weekly curbside collection, 
provided they are set out in the manner authorized in Section 3 on their respective 
collection days. 
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B. Recyclable Materials shall be set out in authorized private receptacles in the manner 
authorized in Section 3 separate from Collectible Rubbish and Yard Waste on their 
respective collection days. The Streets Commissioner may from time to time suspend 
the collection of any Recyclable Materials or initiate collection of new Recyclable 
Materials as market conditions warrant. The Streets Department shall notify the 
public in advance of any such change. 

 
C. Computers, monitors, televisions, tires, Household Hazardous Waste, Bulk Items 

and Refuse not collected by the City (see Subsection 4, below) may not be set out for 
curbside collection. 

 
2. Drop Off At Convenience Centers. 

 
A. The following types of Refuse will be accepted at Citizen Drop Off Centers 

designated by the Streets Commissioner: 
 

i. Collectible Rubbish, but excluding Construction Material. 
 

ii. Recyclable Materials. 
 

iii. Computers, monitors, televisions, and other computer related equipment. 
 

iv. Yard Waste, provided it is not contained in plastic bags or mixed or 
contaminated with other material. 

 
v. Bulk Items. 

 
vi. Tires. Limited to four per day. 

  
vii. Christmas trees. 

 
viii. Mattresses and box springs fully contained in a sealed, plastic bag. 

 
B. In addition to the separation requirement of this Section, City residents wishing to use 

the Citizen Drop Off Centers must show proof of Philadelphia residency at the 
Center, must use a vehicle with a gross vehicle weight (GVW) of 6,000 pounds or 
less, and must have the Refuse properly tarped, secured, or otherwise contained in 
such a manner as to prevent the Refuse from being blown or scattered from the 
vehicle. 

 
3. Special materials. Christmas trees, Tires, Yard Waste, Mattresses and Box Springs, and 

Household Hazardous Waste are subject to the special collection requirements set forth in 
Section 5. 

 
4. Refuse Not Collected By the City. The following Refuse is not collected by the City and 

shall not be set out for collection nor taken to a Citizen Drop Off Center: 
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A. Highly flammable substances, explosive or radioactive materials, toxic or corrosive 

substances, or otherwise hazardous material which shall be disposed of as prescribed 
by the Fire and Health Departments. 
 

B. Pathological wastes from medical offices and clinics, which shall be disposed of as 
prescribed by the Health Department. 
 

C. Grass trimmings/clippings. Grass trimmings and clippings should be mulched into the 
lawn or collected by private landscaping/collection companies. 

 
 
Section 3. TYPES AND SIZES OF RECEPTACLES AND QUANTITIES 

 FOR CURBSIDE COLLECTION  
 

1. Authorized Types Of Receptacles And Other Containers.  
 

A. Collectible Rubbish may be set out for curbside collection as follows:  
 

i. A metal or other non-corrodible receptacle having a tight-fitting lid or cover with 
a capacity of not more than thirty-two (32) gallons may be used. 

 
ii. A substantial, leak-proof plastic bag with no smaller than a 30 gallon capacity 

may be used.  
 

iii. Certain large items that do not fit into such receptacles may be set out, pursuant to 
the requirements of subsection 3.C. below. 

 
iv. Plastic bags smaller than 30 gallons, paper bags, cardboard boxes and receptacles 

larger than 32 gallons may not be used.  
 

B. Yard Waste may be set out for curbside collection as follows:  
 

i. Except during the “leaf season,” Yard Waste may be placed in receptacles and 
bags authorized for use with Collectible Rubbish, and may be commingled with 
Collectible Rubbish. 

 
ii. During the “leaf season,” meaning a period of time in November and/or 

December publicly announced by the Streets Department and advertised on the 
City’s website, Yard Waste may only be set out in large recyclable Yard Waste 
bags. 

 
C. Recyclable Materials may be set out for curbside collection as follows: 

 
i. Mixed Residential Paper and Commingled Recyclables shall be set out in 

containers provided by the City, in metal or other non-corrodible receptacles, or in 
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large recyclable paper bags which are designed to withstand the elements (such as 
Yard Waste bags). 

 
ii. No container, receptacle or bag shall exceed 32 gallons in size. 
 
iii. Corrugated boxes must be flattened, stacked, and compacted into a consolidated 

unit. They may be placed in a container, receptacle, or large paper bag as in (i) 
above, or may be set out separately if tied. 

 
iv. Plastic bags, small paper bags and cardboard boxes may not be used.  
 

2. Weight Limit. No container, receptacle or bag set out for curbside collection of 
Collectible Rubbish, Yard Waste or Recyclable Materials shall exceed 40 pounds in weight 
when filled. 

 
3. Quantity Limit. 

 
A. The limit for curbside collection of Collectible Rubbish and Yard Waste per 

collection week per Premises is: 
 

i. For single-family residences, four receptacles;  
 

ii. For all other Premises eligible for collection, six receptacles. 
 
B. In place of any receptacle, two plastic bags may be set out per week, up to a 

maximum of 12 bags per Premises. 
 

C. A maximum of two items that do not fit in a 32 gallon receptacle, but that do not 
constitute a Bulk Item, and that are compactable in a City waste collection vehicle, 
may be set out per week per Premises.  
 

D. There is no limit to the number of containers, receptacles or bags that may be set out 
for collection of Recyclable Materials. 
 

4. Other Restrictions. 
 

A. No container or receptacle set out for collection shall have ragged or sharp edges or 
any other defect that may injure the person emptying it.  

 
B. All bags, bundles, containers and receptacles shall be secured and covered if 

necessary so as to prevent their contents from being scattered or being carried away 
by wind or precipitation. 

 
C. No bag, bundle, container or receptacle set out for collection shall contain any nails, 

glass or other sharp objects in a manner as to potentially cause injury to collection 
personnel. 
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D. Needles and syringes eligible for collection shall be placed in securely sealed plastic 

or metal containers in such a manner that the needles cannot perforate the container. 
 

E. Household clean ups, garage clean outs and similar activities do not create special 
exceptions to these Regulations. Where the Refuse exceeds the set out limits of this 
Section, private Refuse collection must be used to remove the Refuse. Refuse that is 
placed for set out in excess of these limits shall be deemed litter and subject to 
penalties pursuant to The Philadelphia Code.  

 
 

Section 4. COLLECTION DAYS, SET OUT TIMES, AND PLACEMENT  
 OF REFUSE 

 
1. Collection days will be regularly scheduled and announced from time to time by the 

Department of Streets. Affected residents and businesses will be notified in advance of changes 
in collection schedules. 
 

2. Set Out Times 
 

A.  Summer Schedule. April 1 through October 31. When collections are made during the 
day, Refuse collected pursuant to these regulations must be placed on the sidewalk 
adjacent to the curb at the front of the Premises before 7:00 AM on the day of 
collection but not before 7:00 PM on the previous day in all areas of the City other 
than Center City. In Center City, the set out times are before 6:00 AM on the day of 
collection but not before 8:00 PM on the previous day. 

 
B. Winter Schedule. November 1 through March 31. When collections are made during 

the day, Refuse collected pursuant to these regulations must be placed on the 
sidewalk adjacent to the curb at the front of the Premises before 7:00 AM on the day 
of collection, but not before 5:00 PM on the previous day in all areas of the city other 
than Center City. In Center City, the set out times are before 6:00 AM on the day of 
collection, but not before 6:00 PM on the previous day. 

 
3. Any Refuse set out at times other than those allowed is considered to be litter within the 

meaning of The Philadelphia Code, even if it is in the proper location for collection and it is in a 
receptacle, container or bag authorized by these regulations.  
 

4. Refuse shall not be placed in any location for collection other than the front of the 
Premises, such as the rear of the Premises or in a private driveway, unless specifically permitted 
by the Department of Streets. 
 

5. No person shall place any Refuse for collection on any Private Premises without the 
permission of the owner or occupant of such Private Premises. 
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Section 5. SPECIAL MATERIALS 
 

1. Certain items are collected separately from Recyclable Materials and Collectible 
Rubbish or have special rules. The Streets Commissioner will establish and announce collection 
schedules for special collections as warranted. Additional rules relating to special collection 
items are listed below: 
 

A. Bulk Items. Bulk Items may not be set out for curbside collection; they are only 
collected at drop off centers. 
 

B. Christmas Trees. All nails, metal stands, ornaments, and other decorations shall be 
removed from the tree prior to taking the tree to a drop off center. 
 

C. Tires. All tires shall be free of their rims and shall contain no other materials. Tires 
may not be set out for curbside collection; they are only collected at drop off centers 
or at other locations specially designated by the Streets Commissioner. 
 

D. Yard Waste. Tree and brush cuttings shall be cut in pieces small enough to fit in a 
receptacle for set out. Yard Waste can be set out for regular collection with 
Collectible Rubbish or taken to a drop-off center, as described in Section 3, and may 
also be specially collected from time to time as determined by the Streets 
Commissioner. 
 

E. Leaves. During special leaf collection events as designated by the Streets 
Commissioner, the following rules apply. Leaves shall be set out for collection in 
securely fastened, recyclable paper Yard Waste/leaf bags or covered containers or as 
otherwise directed by the Streets Commissioner. No one receptacle shall exceed 40 
pounds in weight when filled. There is no limit to the number of receptacles of leaves 
that can be set out for the duration of the event. Leaves must be set out separately 
from any other material. Plastic bags may not be used for leaf set-out. 
 

F. Mattresses and Box Springs. Mattresses and box springs shall be fully encased within 
 a sealed, plastic bag. 

 
G. Household Hazardous Waste. From time to time the Streets Commissioner will 

designate drop off locations for Household Hazardous Waste. At that time, the 
collection locations and the type of wastes to be collected will be determined and 
announced. 

 
 
Section 6. PREMISES ELIGIBLE FOR CITY REFUSE AND RECYCLING   
  COLLECTION 
 

1. Private Premises Generally. A Private Premises is eligible for City collection if it 
meets the following criteria: 
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A. It is inhabited; 
 

B. It is a separate real estate parcel; 
 

C. It has no more than six (6) units; 
 

D. It is not listed in subsection 3 below; and  
 

E. More Collectible Rubbish than meets the set out limits set forth in Sections 2 and 3 
is not generated at the Premises on a regular basis.  

 
2. Large Condominiums and Cooperatives. Condominiums and cooperatives larger than 

six units (“large condominiums and cooperatives”) are eligible for City collection in accordance 
with the requirements of the Streets Department. These requirements include the regulations of 
this Section and such policies as may be issued by the Streets Commissioner from time to time. 
Such policies shall be posted on the City’s web site and be available upon request from the 
Streets Department. 
 

A. Large condominiums and cooperatives shall complete the application process 
specified by the Streets Department. 
 

B. A Site inspection by the Streets Department will determine type of service (dumpster 
versus curbside collection) and method/location of collection. 

 
 (i)  If dumpsters are required, the large condominium or cooperative shall 

provide licensed dumpsters no more than four cubic yards in size and suitable for 
rear loading pick-up. Dumpster specifications are available on request from the 
Streets Department. The Streets Department will not pick-up dumpsters that are 
identified as belonging to a private collection/disposal company. 

 
(ii)   Large condominiums and cooperatives that are permitted to set out cans 
and bags are subject to the size and weight restrictions in Section 3, but are not 
subject to the quantity limits of that Section. 

 
C. The City’s frequency of pick-up is once per week. 

 
D. Large condominiums and cooperatives shall recycle in accordance with Section 2. 

 
E. Large condominiums and cooperatives may have private collection in addition to City 

service.; 
 

F. Large condominiums and cooperatives shall provide the City with a right of entry and 
a damage waiver for collection purposes. 

 
3. Ineligible Premises. The following are not eligible for City collection. 
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A. Manufacturers, i.e., anyone who sells articles or products made or produced by them, 
including the production lines of manufacturers and their administrative offices. 
 

B. Wholesalers, i.e., anyone who sells articles to a purchaser who retails or resells them, 
including the warehouse and repackaging operations of wholesalers and their 
administrative offices. 
 

C. The production lines and the warehouse and repackaging operations of establishments 
which are part manufacturing and part wholesale and their administrative offices. 
 

D. Gas stations, service stations, body shops, automotive repair shops, and similar 
facilities. 
 

E. Any building with more than six (6) dwelling units, unless it is a large condominium 
or cooperative that meets the requirements of this Section.  
 

F. Any Private Premises which receives private collection, unless eligible for fee 
exempt collection as described in Section 7.2 of this Regulation. 

 
4. Refuse Must Be Set Out Where Generated. Refuse set out for an eligible Premises for 

collection must be generated by that eligible Premises. No Refuse will be collected if it is set out 
at an eligible Premises but was generated elsewhere.  
 

5. Authorization To Refrain From Collection. City Collection personnel are authorized to 
refrain from collecting any Refuse not properly separated and set out according to these 
Regulations or from Premises not eligible for City Refuse collection. 
 

6. Private Collection Required. Private collection must be arranged for any Premises or 
material not eligible for City collection. 
 
 
Section 7. FEE FOR NEIGHBORHOOD SANITATION AND CLEANING   
  SERVICES 
 

1. All Premises eligible for City collection pursuant to these regulations shall be presumed 
to receive City collection service and related cleaning services and, except as provided in 
Subsection 2 below, the owners of such properties shall be required to pay an annual fee of $300 
for neighborhood sanitation and cleaning services, unless the requirements of Subsection 6. 
below are met. 
 

2. The following are exempt from the fee: 
 

A. Collection from single-family dwellings; 
 

B. Collection from condominiums and cooperatives, as defined in Philadelphia Code 
Section 10-717.1(1); and  
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C. Collection from owner-occupied multi-unit properties used solely for residential 

purposes where no unit is rented or leased for financial consideration. 
 

3. City collection from the Premises at which the fee is charged shall be subject to the set 
out limits and other restrictions otherwise set forth in these regulations, and shall include 
collection of Recyclable Materials under such restrictions.  

 
4. The City shall send an Invoice for the service fee to each known property subject to the 

fee. Payment shall be due 60 days after the date of the Invoice. An Invoice, also due within 60 
days, shall also be sent promptly upon the Department's learning of a property not yet billed. 

 
5. An owner of property that has not received City service, but that is eligible for service, 

may, during the course of a service year, notify the City of the need for City service. If, at the 
time service begins, less than half of the then current six-month billing period has elapsed, the 
property shall receive the Invoice for that full period; if more, the property will be billed starting 
with the Invoice for the next period. 

 
6. An owner of property that demonstrates to the Department, pursuant to the requirements 

of these Regulations, that it has in place private waste hauling service, or another lawful waste 
disposal alternative that the Department determines is reasonably likely to fulfill the waste 
disposal needs of the establishment, shall be exempt from the annual fee. Such a demonstration 
may be made by providing the Department, through its website: (a) identification of the property, 
including the address; (b) the name of the private hauler that is providing private collection 
service; (c) the account or other identifying number used in connection with the account with the 
private hauler; and (d) identification of the provider of the information.  

 
7. A property owner shall have 60 days from the date of the Invoice to demonstrate that 

private waste hauling service is in place for the property. Failure to demonstrate that private 
service is in place shall constitute acceptance of City service and make the property owner 
responsible for the full annual fee. 

 
8. The provision of false information to the City in an effort to demonstrate private service 

when no such private service is in place (a) constitutes a violation of The Philadelphia Code that 
subjects the property owner to penalties as set forth in the Code; and (b) makes the property 
owner liable for the annual fee.  

 
9. If an Invoice remains unpaid 30 days after it is due, the Department shall immediately 

terminate service to the property and the property owner shall be liable for interest and penalties 
in the following amounts: 
 

A. no interest for the first month after the due date, and interest at the rate of one percent 
(1%) of the amount of the unpaid fee each month or fraction thereof thereafter during 
which the fee remains unpaid; and  

 



 

11 

B. no penalty for the first month after the due date, and penalty calculated on the amount 
of the unpaid fee at the following rates for each month thereafter during which the fee 
remains unpaid: 

 
i. in the first month or fraction thereof, one percent (1%); 

 
ii. in the second month or fraction thereof, an additional one percent (1%) for a total 

of two percent (2%); 
 

iii. in the third month or fraction thereof, an additional one percent (1%) for a total of 
three percent (3%); 
 

iv. in the fourth month or fraction thereof, an additional two percent (2%) for a total 
of five percent (5%); 
 

v. in the fifth month or fraction thereof, an additional two percent (2%) for a total of 
seven percent (7%); 
 

vi. in the sixth month or fraction thereof, an additional two percent (2%) for a total of 
nine percent (9%); 
 

vii. in the seventh month or fraction thereof, an additional three percent (3%) for a 
total of twelve percent (12%); 
 

viii. in the eighth month or fraction thereof, an additional three percent (3%) for a total 
of fifteen percent (15%); 
 

ix. in the ninth month or fraction thereof, an additional three percent (3%) for a total 
of eighteen percent (18%); 
 

x. in the tenth month or fraction thereof, an additional four percent (4%) for a total 
of twenty-two percent (22%); 
 

xi. in the eleventh month or fraction thereof, an additional four percent (4%) for a 
total of twenty-six percent (26%); 
 

xii. in the twelfth month or fraction thereof, an additional four percent (4%) for a total 
of thirty percent (30%); 
 

xiii. thereafter, for each additional month or fraction thereof, one and one-quarter 
percent (1 1/4%) shall be added to the amount charged under subsection (xii). 

 
C. When suit is brought for the recovery of the fee, the person liable therefor shall, in 

addition, be liable for the costs of collection together with the interest and penalties 
herein imposed.  
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10.   A claim against the property owner for unpaid liability may be filed as a lien against the 
subject Premises. 

 
11.   For any property at which service has been terminated for lack of payment, collection 

services shall not be resumed until all outstanding balances are paid, including any balances for 
unpaid fees for prior years.  
 

12.   If the City has terminated service and private collection service has not been 
demonstrated pursuant to the requirements of Subsection 6 above, it shall be presumed that the 
owner and/or user of the Premises is engaged in an unlawful manner of waste disposal and is 
causing a public nuisance, which shall subject the owner of the Premises to an administrative 
order to cease operations, as may be permitted by law.  

 
13.  If Collectible Rubbish or Recycling Materials are set out for City collection at any 

ineligible Premises as described in Section 6 above, or at any Premises where City service has 
been terminated pursuant to these Regulations, the property owner shall be subject to all 
applicable provisions and penalties of The Philadelphia Code and regulations adopted thereunder 
pertaining to the improper set out of Refuse. The Department may issue notice of violation in 
accordance with the procedures set forth in Section 10-718 of The Philadelphia Code. Penalties 
for improperly setting out Collectible Rubbish or Recycling Materials shall be as specified in 
Section 10 of these Regulations. 
 
 
Section 8. MISCELLANEOUS 
 

1. Placement of Private Business Litter Receptacles. Philadelphia Code Section 10-704 
requires “… the placement of private business receptacles at all public entrances to places of 
business which prepare or sell food for takeout or consumption off the Premises during the 
business’ normal hours of operation only.” 
 

A. Such businesses shall place a Private Business Litter Receptacle at all public entrances, 
outside of the Premises, during all hours they are open or in operation. 

 
B. Such businesses shall store the Private Business Litter Receptacles inside the Premises 

during hours the business is not open or in operation. 
 

C. Any business receiving private Refuse collection must also use that collection to dispose 
of Refuse placed in a Private Business Litter Receptacle used by the business. 

 
2. Authorized Private Receptacles. Philadelphia Code Section 10-713 states that “No 

person shall throw or deposit litter on any Private Premises, whether or not owned by such 
person, except that the owner or person in control of Private Premises may maintain authorized 
private receptacles for deposit or collection of litter.” 
 

A. For the purposes of Code Section 10-713, an authorized private receptacle for the purpose 
of storage of refuse on Private Premises shall mean a metal or other non-corrodible 
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receptacle having a tight-fitting lid or cover. Any refuse on a Private Premises which is 
not stored in such manner is considered litter subject to the provisions and penalties of 
the Philadelphia Code. 

 
B. Bags and open containers shall not be considered authorized private receptacles for the 

purposes of Philadelphia Code Section 10-713.  
  

3. Private Compensation Prohibited. No person shall give any City collection personnel 
any monetary compensation, gift, or reward for the performance of his or her duties nor shall any 
Streets Department employee take any such monetary compensation, gift, or reward for the 
performance of his or her duties. 
 

4. Use of Public Receptacles. No person shall place or deposit household or commercial 
Refuse in any Public Receptacle. 
 
 
Section 9. PILOTS AND NEW PROGRAMS 
 

1. From time to time, the Streets Department may initiate a pilot program to test different 
Refuse collection methods, or implement new programs, which affect only a certain portion of 
the City. For purposes of either a test pilot program or implementation of a new program, the 
Streets Commissioner may promulgate policies or regulations at variance with these Regulations. 
In such a case, the specific policies or regulations for the pilot program or new program, where 
different from these Regulations, supersede these Regulations for the section of the City affected 
by the program.  

 
2. Affected residents and businesses will be notified by phone message, regular mail or 

another appropriate method of communication.  
 
 

Section 10. PENALTIESAND ENFORCEMENT 
 

1. A violation of these Regulations shall be punishable by a fine of not less than one 
hundred dollars ($100) and not more than three hundred dollars ($300), and each day a violation 
continues or is permitted to continue shall constitute a separate violation for which a separate 
penalty may be imposed. Notices of violation may be issued in accordance with the procedures 
set forth in Section 10-718 of The Philadelphia Code. 

 
2. An owner of a Premises is responsible for a violation of these Regulations occurring at 

such Premises, even if a tenant or occupant of the owner’s Premises created or caused the 
violation, although such tenant or occupant of the owner’s Premises may also be held liable for 
such violation. 

 
3. Any person who receives a notice of violation of any provision of these Regulations, or 

any provision of the Code related to the generation or placement of Refuse for which the Code 
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Violation Notice amount is $50, may settle the matter by admitting the violation, waiving the 
right to a hearing, and paying the following settlement amount: 
 

When Payment Is Made      Settlement Amount 
 
Within ten (10) days of receiving the notice of violation:   $50.00 
 
Beginning on the eleventh (11th) day after receiving the notice 
of violation through ten (10) days after receiving a first reminder 
notice that no payment has been received:     $75.00 
 
Beginning on the eleventh (11th) day after receiving the first reminder  
notice through ten (10) days after receiving a second reminder 
notice that no payment has been received:     $90.00 
 
After an enforcement complaint has been filed in Municipal 
Court, but before a Municipal Court hearing has been held:   $90.00 plus  
          Municipal  
          Court filing  
          fees 

 
The notice of violation shall contain an appropriate statement for signature by the person 
receiving the notice of violation for the purpose of admitting the violation and waiving a 
hearing, and shall be returned when the person receiving the notice of violation remits the 
stipulated settlement payment. 

 
3. Any person who receives a notice of violation may contest the violation by writing to the 

Office of Administrative Review and requesting a hearing. The notice of violation shall contain 
instructions regarding the ability to contest a notice of violation and shall include the address of 
the Office of Administrative Review. 

 
4. If a person who receives a notice of violation fails to either make the settlement payment 

described in Section 9.3 above after receipt of the second reminder notice or have the violation 
dismissed after a hearing before the Office of Administrative Review, a complaint shall be filed 
for such violation in Philadelphia Municipal Court. If the person named in the complaint is found 
to be liable for the violation or fails to appear on the date set for hearing, he or she shall be 
subject to the imposition of fines in the amount of no more than Three Hundred Dollars 
($300.00) per violation. 
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(Bill No. 120393)
 

AN ORDINANCE 
 

Authorizing the Streets Commissioner to enter into a multi-year agreement with Covanta 
4 Recovery, LP for the receipt, transfer, and disposal of municipal solid waste, all under 
certain terms and conditions. 
 
 
WHEREAS, Pursuant to Section 304 of the Pennsylvania Municipal Waste Planning, 
Recycling and Waste Reduction Act (Act 101), 53 P.S. 4000.304, the City is responsible 
for the collection and disposal of municipal waste generated or present within its 
boundaries, and is expressly authorized to contract with any person to satisfy its 
responsibility for the collection and disposal of municipal waste generated or present 
within its boundaries; and 
 
WHEREAS, The Mayor of Philadelphia has appointed a Solid Waste Advisory 
Committee (“SWAC”) to develop a Solid Waste Management Plan pursuant to the 
requirements of the Pennsylvania Municipal Waste Planning, Recycling and Waste 
Reduction Act of 1988; and 
 
WHEREAS, The Department of Streets, with the advice of the SWAC, developed a 
comprehensive request for proposals to secure the required waste disposal contracts; and 
 
WHEREAS, The responses to these requests have been evaluated by the City to select 
those vendors of transfer stations and disposal capability which are best qualified in terms 
of cost, environmental impact, neighborhood impact, and operational efficiency; and 
 
WHEREAS, Based on this evaluation, the Streets Department has selected Covanta to 
dispose of a part of the City’s Municipal Solid Waste; now, therefore 
 
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA HEREBY ORDAINS: 
 
SECTION 1.  The Streets Commissioner is hereby authorized to enter into a four-year 
Agreement for waste disposal services with Covanta 4 Recovery, LP (“Covanta”), with 
three one-year renewal terms at the option of the City, which Agreement shall be 
substantially in the form of Exhibit A, attached hereto. 
 
SECTION 2. The Agreement authorized in Section 1 of this Ordinance shall be 
substantially in the form set forth in Exhibit A attached hereto, with such changes as the 
City Solicitor deems necessary or desirable to protect the interest of the City, and which 
changes, in the legal judgment of the City Solicitor, do not materially alter the 
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relationship of the parties to the Agreement, directly or indirectly increase the City’s 
financial obligations under the Agreement, materially diminish the obligations of 
Covanta to the City under the Agreement, or otherwise adversely affect the rights of the 
City or of any official of the City under the Agreement. 
 
SECTION 3.   The Chief Clerk of City Council shall keep all Exhibits to this Ordinance 
on file and make them available to the public for inspection and copying during regular 
office hours. 
  
SECTION 4.  This Ordinance shall take effect immediately. 
 
[Note: Exhibits to this Bill are on file in the Office of the Chief Clerk.] 
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CERTIFICATION:  This is a true and correct copy of the original Bill, Passed by 
the City Council on June 7, 2012.  The Bill was Signed by the Mayor on June 20, 
2012.   
 

 

 
 Michael A. Decker 
 Chief Clerk of the City Council 
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(Bill No. 120394)
 

AN ORDINANCE 
 

Authorizing the Streets Commissioner to enter into a multi-year agreement with Waste 
Management of Pennsylvania, Inc. for the receipt, transfer, and disposal of municipal 
solid waste, all under certain terms and conditions. 
 
 
WHEREAS, Pursuant to Section 304 of the Pennsylvania Municipal Waste Planning, 
Recycling and Waste Reduction Act (Act 101), 53 P.S. 4000.304, the City is responsible 
for the collection and disposal of municipal waste generated or present within its 
boundaries, and is expressly authorized to contract with any person to satisfy its 
responsibility for the collection and disposal of municipal waste generated or present 
within its boundaries; and 
 
WHEREAS, The Mayor of Philadelphia has appointed a Solid Waste Advisory 
Committee (“SWAC”) to develop a Solid Waste Management Plan pursuant to the 
requirements of the Pennsylvania Municipal Waste Planning, Recycling and Waste 
Reduction Act of 1988; and 
 
WHEREAS, The Department of Streets, with the advice of the SWAC, developed a 
comprehensive request for proposals to secure the required waste disposal contracts; and 
 
WHEREAS, The responses to these requests have been evaluated by the City to select 
those vendors of transfer stations and disposal capability which are best qualified in terms 
of cost, environmental impact, neighborhood impact, and operational efficiency; and 
 
WHEREAS, Based on this evaluation, the Streets Department has selected Waste 
Management to dispose of a part of the City’s Municipal Solid Waste; now, therefore 
 
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA HEREBY ORDAINS: 
 
SECTION 1.  The Streets Commissioner is hereby authorized to enter into a four-year 
Agreement for waste disposal services with Waste Management of Pennsylvania, Inc. 
(“Waste Management”), with three one-year renewal terms at the option of the City, 
which Agreement shall be substantially in the form of Exhibit A, attached hereto. 
 
SECTION 2.  The Agreement authorized in Section 1 of this Ordinance shall be 
substantially in the form set forth in Exhibit “A” attached hereto, with such changes as 
the City Solicitor deems necessary or desirable to protect the interest of the City, and 
which changes, in the legal judgment of the City Solicitor, do not materially alter the 
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relationship of the parties to the Agreement, directly or indirectly increase the City’s 
financial obligations under the Agreement, materially diminish the obligations of Waste 
Management to the City under the Agreement, or otherwise adversely affect the rights of 
the City or of any official of the City under the Agreement. 
 
SECTION 3.  The Chief Clerk of City Council shall keep all Exhibits to this Ordinance 
on file and make them available to the public for inspection and copying during regular 
office hours. 
 
SECTION 4.  This Ordinance shall take effect immediately. 
 
 
[Note: Exhibits to this Bill are on file in the Office of the Chief Clerk.] 
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CERTIFICATION:  This is a true and correct copy of the original Bill, Passed by 
the City Council on June 7, 2012.  The Bill was Signed by the Mayor on June 20, 
2012.   
 

 

 
 Michael A. Decker 
 Chief Clerk of the City Council 

 
 


























































































































































